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Friends gathered to discuss plans to develop the courtyard space at the meeting house. 

 

Definition 

The courtyard is defined as the roughly trapezoidal space enclosed on three sides by the 

meeting room, the community room, the porch which connects them, and a line 

connecting the two wings.  

 

Present condition 

The ground surface contains aesthetically unsatisfactory weedy ground cover and open 

soil, which can be muddy. The porch opening from the meeting house corridor between 

the two wings, facing the courtyard, is underutilized. 

 

Potential benefits 

• The space and its enclosing building walls are visually interesting. As viewed 

from the inside – i.e. from the porch – there is an outward view of trees and more 

distant hills. As seen from outside the meeting house confines, the view draws 

one inward. 

• Views from within the meeting house draw features of the courtyard inward to 

enhance the quality of the meeting room, the community room, and their 

connecting corridor.  

• The courtyard has potential as a gathering space, which can have social benefits, 

can draw people to meditative space, or can accommodate a tent for social 

gatherings. (The last has been accomplished with great success at one wedding 

under the meeting’s care.)  

• Access to the meeting house from the parking lot can be arranged to come 

through this area.  

• The meeting has long looked at possibilities for a memorial garden space on its 

property. Incorporating that feature in this space was discussed. 

• The space can be a pleasing and useful interface between the meeting house and 

playground space beyond it. 

 

Challenges 

• Current underlying soil presents challenges for growing grass and other ground 

cover. Modifications of soil and subsoil will be needed. 

• A south-facing semi-enclosed space of this sort can be unpleasantly hot in warmer 

months and may have insect problems.  

• Solar electric panels have been installed on the roof of the porch section at the 

base of this quadrangle. Excessive shading should not impair the effectiveness of 

this installation.  

• Options which involve gardening imply that there will be regular attention to 

tending the garden.  

 



Conclusions 

• A landscaping solution should combine a pleasing sense of the relation of the 

space to indoor spaces in the building, and a pleasing space to enter from inside or 

from outside approaches to the building.  

• Ground surface should be arranged to show a good interaction of hard-surface and 

green surfaces. A hard-surface patio roughly 20 to 25 feet square (although 

geometrically this need not be precisely square) was proposed. (The community 

room is 25’ x 25’, as a point of reference.) Decisions about details of surfacing 

material were not felt to be germane at this time.  

• The memorial garden feature was felt to be a future consideration, probably to be 

located at a greater distance from the meeting house than the area currently under 

consideration.  

• Views from the meeting house windows and shade for hotter times of year would 

most benefit from vertical features – trees, shrubs, etc. – to be placed in such a 

way as not to interfere with ingress and egress, with solar power generation, with 

placement of tents for special events, or with uses of open space.  

• There is interest in siting a labyrinth in open meditative space. This is feasible in 

the range of ideas discussed today.  
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