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PUTNEY FRIENDS MEETING 

MONTHLY MEETING FOR BUSINESS 

SECOND MONTH 17TH, 2019 

 
Present: Roger Jasaitis, Clerk; John Leppman, Recording Clerk; Jessica Turner, Treasurer; 

Nancy Middleton, Ian Conway, Brent Seabrook, Jim Nortz, Mary Oeser, Tom Hoskins, Susan 

Slowinski, Michelle Wright, Gail Haines, Sheila Garrett, Chris Andres 

 

In worship the Clerk opened with the following reading: 

The discipline of corporate discernment holds the community together, preventing it from 

fracturing into individuals, each following their own interpretation of the Inner Light. Our 

differences may provide opportunities for growth and understanding, thus invigorating the 

religious life of the community. 

– New England Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice, Interim edition, 2015 

 

Schedule of Events 

Meeting for Worship times 

Sundays, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 

Sundays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Child care is available every Sunday during the 10:30 a.m. meeting 

 

First Day School (ages 5-11) 

First, second, and third Sunday of each month 

10:30 a.m. 

 

Thursday, February 21, 2019 

6:00 p.m. 

Community Asylum Seekers Project (CASP) 

Dinner and musical evening 

Saxtons River Inn, 27 Main Street, Saxtons River, Vermont 

Donation: $50.00 per guest 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 24, 2019 

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Religious Education 

 

12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. 

Called meeting for consideration of courtyard project 
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Sunday, March 3, 2019 

Putney Meeting welcomes Northwest Quarterly Meeting 

 

8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

Early meeting for worship 

Concurrently 

Program discussions 

Social Justice Service: Presentations from Putney Meeting’s Social Justice Service 

Committee, sharing with activities of other meetings 

FCNL Advocacy Workshop: Presentation by Orchard Hill Worship Group 

Reflections from a new worship group: Orchard Hill 

 

9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

Tea, coffee, muffins in the Community Room 

 

10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Late meeting for worship and First Day School 

 

11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Potluck lunch 

 

1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Northwest Quarterly Meeting – Meeting for Business 

 

Sunday, March 10, 2019 

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Religious Education 

 

 

 

 

Friday, March 15, 2019 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Quakers Wrestling with White Supremacy 

“White Fragility and White Privilege” 

Film presentation: “Deconstructing White Privilege,” with Robin DeAngelo 

 

Sunday, March 17, 2019 

12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Monthly Meeting for Business 

 

Saturday, March 30, 2019 

Evening 
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Refugees, Asylum Seekers, Immigration Support, and Encouragement (RAISE) and 

Community Asylum Seekers Project (CASP) 

Concert and fundraiser, featuring Mike Mrowicki and Amelia playing songs from their new 

CD. 

 

Friday, April 12, 2019 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Quakers Wrestling with White Supremacy 

Film presentation: “Microaggression: What is It and What to Do About It?”  

 

 

Minutes of Twelfth Month 16th, 2018 

Approved as distributed. There was no meeting for business in January because of inclement 

weather.  

 

Treasurer’s report 

Jessica presented a summary of modifications to the previously accepted 2019 budget. With the 

establishment of a Pastoral Care Committee under the Ministry and Counsel Committee, $1500 

previously designated as emergency funds has been transferred into that committee’s budget. 

Additional budget transfers provide the Pastoral Care Committee with a designated allotment of 

$2000. These modifications do not change the overall intent of the budget, but just how the 

funds are listed.   

 

Matthew Wright Oversight Committee 

Susan Slowinski reported on the committee’s work over a year, ending with a final meeting on 

November 2, 2018. The committee represented the meeting in supporting Matthew’s 

participation in the “Deeper Roots” program. He sought to improve his ability to find the words 

to talk about Quakerism. The program devoted effort to exploring the Bible in Quaker terms. 

Matthew is returning this seeking to our meeting as he leads a Bible study series in 2019. The 

program offered leadings which shed light on our ongoing discussion of recording of gifts of 

ministry. He has been more comfortable with his own leadings to participate in vocal ministry.  

 

Friends thanked Matthew for his participation in this program and the committee for supporting 

him. The committee’s full report is appended to these minutes.  

 

Solar project 

The project is complete, at a cost of $12,680 (essentially as predicted when last reported). 

$3000 came from the 2018 budget, and $8650 from restricted donations. A balance of $1030 is 

still needed to fulfill the cost. The lender of funds to complete the project would like to settle 

the loan by the end of March, and will plan a repayment schedule if necessary after that date. 

Friends are encouraged to make donations to close this gap.  
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There is already discussion of ideas for designating the use of excess power which may be 

generated, beyond the needs of the meeting house. For example, a power station on the meeting 

parking lot for electric vehicles has been suggested. Friends were reminded that calculations of 

excess power production for an installation of this sort should average out variable production 

over about a three-year period, so it is too early to make plans now.  

 

State of the Meeting Report 

Honor Woodrow, Clerk of New England Yearly Meeting Ministry and Counsel, has sent out a 

letter to monthly meetings suggesting a more uniform and inclusive approach to preparation of 

meeting State of Society reports. There has been a wide variation in the process of creating 

these reports, with a variety of results. Honor offers the following thought: 

This year I encourage you to gather as a whole meeting and to work to discern together what 

God might be telling you about the condition of your meeting. What quieter movements below 

the surface might need to be explored, and possibly shared, in order to bring healing and health 

to your meeting? 

 

The meeting discussed applying this idea to our process of creating the report, which of late has 

rested chiefly with the Ministry and Counsel Committee. We agreed on the following basic 

principles, setting a goal of having a report ready by May 1, 2019: 

• People in the meeting want to participate in the process. 

• Involvement should be as inclusive as possible. 

• A called meeting to prepare the report might start with small groups before assembling 

the whole. 

• We will want to come to a sense of the meeting by the end of the day’s work. 

• A few capable individuals will be charged with detailed writing of the report. Word-

smithing by sense of the meeting is cumbersome and unproductive.  

 

Roger agreed to plan a schedule. A session to do this is not coincident with monthly meeting. 

 

Israel-Palestine Conflict 

Northwest Quarterly Meeting will be discussing ongoing concerns about the conflict between 

Israel and Palestinians, particularly in Gaza. Minutes of concern have been presented by 

Burlington and Monadnock Monthly Meetings and at the December 2018 session of Northwest 

Quarterly Meeting. New England Yearly Meeting also has a working group addressing this 

concern; Sheila Garrett is participating in that. Friends were asked if we were moved to offer 

the views of this meeting at next week’s Northwest Quarterly Meeting session. 

 

Friends recognized that our meeting has not devoted substantial time and energy to this topic, 

although individual members are deeply informed and concerned.  

 

After discussion, the following minute was approved: 

Minute 2019.02.01. Israel-Palestine Conflict 
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Putney Friends Meeting appreciates the efforts being made by New England Yearly Meeting, 

Northwest Quarterly Meeting, and monthly meetings to clarify and define how the Spirit is 

moving among Friends relating to the Israel-Palestine issue. 

 

Putney Friends Meeting is not ready to support a single specific minute, but we feel that these 

are worthwhile leadings to follow. 

 

As a meeting, we are grateful to the Quarterly Meeting for offering these minutes for 

consideration. We plan on looking at these issues more deeply. 

 

Quarterly Meeting Sessions at Putney, March 3, 2019 

A schedule for the day’s events at Putney is given above. Friends are urged to sign up to assist 

in hospitality – mainly involving meals – to make the day a success. This is a one-day session, 

but a few Friends may need overnight hospitality.  

 

Committee reports 

Buildings and Grounds 

Brent Seabrook went through the report, the full text of which is appended to these minutes. 

 

Particular attention was paid to the called meeting on February 24 (one week from today) to 

discuss the future appearance and use of the courtyard space between the wings of the meeting 

house. This discernment process served us well in planning the wing where the community 

room is located. As the report makes clear, the called meeting will address what we want the 

space to do for us, not what colors or plants or decorations we want it to include.  

 

There was some discussion of the question of retaining a landline telephone at the meeting 

house. Its infrequent use raises a question of whether it justifies its $66 per month cost. Jim 

Nortz pointed out that a connection is needed for the proper function of the fire alarm system, 

and he agreed to get further details on that matter. Jessica Turner agreed to assemble 

information for better decision-making on the overall telephone question.  

 

Ministry and Counsel 

Gail Haines read a report, which is appended to these minutes. 

 

First Day School and Child Care 

There is ongoing concern about the small number of children being served by these programs. 

The committee is working with Ministry and Counsel to promote approaches to making the 

programs more useful. 

 

 

Ad Hoc Committee on Recording Gifts of Ministry 

Roger reported on the formation and plans of this committee. Four Friends have volunteered to 

participate. They expect to have a meeting in March. They are circulating documents and 
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discussing their charge and the process they will use. Additional members can be added to the 

committee at tis time if people feel led to be involved.  

 

Library 

The committee has been doing some cleaning and re-ordering of the contents of the library 

shelves outside the meeting room. A carton of books which were felt not to be needed in the 

collection has been put at the disposal of Friends who may find something they can use. (Many 

of the books in this carton are duplicates.) Remaining contents of the carton will be offered to 

one or another of the area’s public library benefit book sales. The committee feels that with 

judicious culling of the contents of the shelves, our present needs for shelf space are adequately 

met by the existing shelves.  

 

      John A. Leppman 

      Recording Clerk 

 

Appendices: 

1. Matthew Wright Support Committee report 

2. Buildings and Grounds Committee report 

3. Ministry and Counsel Committee report 

4. Social Justice Service Committee report 

5. Budget profit and loss 

6. Balance sheet 

 

 

 


