
Oversight Committee Report for Matthew Wright  
 
Matthew completed his participation in “Deeper Roots: Four 
Core Areas”, a program for spiritual exploration led by 
Deborah Fisch and Lloyd Lee Wilson. The program involved 
intensive study among Quakers from different regions and 
traditions. Participants explored their faith through readings, 
prayer, and on-line discussion, and spiritual practice. They 
met as a group at four weekend gatherings over eighteen 
months. The last meeting was held in October 2018. 
 
The Oversight Committee included Julie Forsythe, Mary 
Oeser, Noah Merrill, and Susan Slowinski. We began as a 
Clearness Committee in January 2017 to help Matthew 
discern his willingness for participation. We then provided 
logistical assistance, helping Matthew secure assistance 
from the Lyman Fund and the Obadiah Brown Fund. The 
committee has met for potluck, discussion, and oversight 
before and after each of the Deeper Roots weekend 
gatherings.  
 
In his application to the Deeper Roots program Matthew set 
forth his goals: 

The four areas of focus you describe for Deeper Roots – discipline, 

scripture, community and tradition – speak to areas in which I 

hope to encourage growth in my faith. I am eager to explore a way 

of reading the Bible grounded in the Quaker faith and tradition. I 

want to encourage the adoption of disciplines and adjustments in 

my life outside of meeting that allow faith to grow in new ways. 

And I know that this work is located within a living community in 

continuity with Friends and Christians before us. 

A particular concern of mine is that I have come to find that I am 

no longer easy with the language I have to think and speak about 



our faith. I find my own testimony about my faith, even to friends 

and family, to be unsatisfactory. I find that I struggle to express, 

even to my own children and sometimes even to myself, an 

understanding of my religion that does not feel awkward and 

inadequate. My education included a lot of Catholic theology and, 

as I said, my meeting can be tentative in its Christianity. I am 

grateful for the connection I have through my education to the 

ancient Christian Church, and also for the sincerity and 

personality of my meeting. However, neither in my education nor 

in my meeting have I found a Quaker vocabulary that feels 

satisfying, rich, and grounded. The opportunity to learn a 

Christian language proper to Friends' experience is wonderfully 

exciting. 
 

 

At our final Oversight Committee meeting on November 2, 2018, 

Matthew reported that he now “can find the words” to talk about 

Quakerism. His discussions with his adult children, Friends and 

friends, and newcomers to the Meeting have been more nourishing. 

He is also grateful to have explored the Bible among Friends. 

Matthew and Sheila Garrett will be leading Bible study in our 

Meeting in the spring. Matthew engages in daily prayer. 

 

 

Within Putney Friends Meeting, Matthew serves on the Oversight 

Committee for Noah Merrill. The Oversight Committee and 

Putney Friends Meeting are wrestling with the possibility of 

Recording Gifts of Ministry. This topic is also a pressing concern 

in Greensboro Meeting. Matthew felt he was able to deliver 

concerns and reservations form our Meeting and to listen faithfully 

to the different expression of the concerns from other Friends. He  

notes: “Quakers will always wrestle with leadership and ministry. 

It is a perennial problem. Sometimes a problem isn’t a problem to 

solve; it is a problem to engage in.” 

 



Matthew noticed a new sense of connection to Friends outside of 

Putney Friends Meeting. He has been a presence at South 

Berkshire Meeting. He compared his feeling to being “over-ready” 

to move out of a childhood home: your Meeting is still your home 

but it does not have to be everything. “Deeper roots support more 

foliage.” 

 

Matthew notes that his participation in Deeper Roots was not a 

“solitary task”. He first learned of the program through an email 

form Noah. He had the encouragement of his wife, Michelle 

Wright. He had the support of his Clearness/Oversight committee 

and from many Friends - in Putney and beyond. He had financial 

support from the Lyman Fund and the Obadiah Brown Fund. The 

participants in Deeper Roots became a circle of Friends who were 

committed to helping each other develop their spiritual gifts. 

 

The Oversight Committee notes that Matthew has not been a 

solitary beneficiary of Deeper Roots. We have each learned form 

Matthew’s questions and insight. South Berkshire Meeting has had 

a prayerful witness during their difficult time. Putney Friends look 

forward to Bible study with Sheila and Matthew. We have all 

noticed an increase in vocal ministry from Matthew, who notes 

that he more often “has words when words are needed”.   

 

We do not know what directions Matthew may take as a result of 

the program. This will evolve. As Noah said: “By tending the light 

in this person, we are tending the light in the Meeting”. 

 

The Oversight Committee would also like to share what we 

learned. We would like to open our eyes to opportunity. When we 

hear of a program, let us consider who might benefit from 

participation and ask that person if he or she is interested. In the 

opinion of this Oversight Committee, it is time to move away from 

saying “Funding is available” to honoring each other with a tap on 



the shoulder and a specific invitation to consider. Noah tapped 

Matthew and we have all benefitted. 

 

The Oversight Committee was honored to accompany Matthew on 

this journey. We are grateful to Putney Friends Meeting to be 

asked to serve in this way. 

 

 

 

 


