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1) B&G received a request from a Meeting member to install at least two electric car 
chargers since it seems we are going to have extra energy from the PV panels. Some 
folks who attend Meeting drive electric cars. 
 
We discussed this request at our February committee meeting.  Our understanding is 
that we must first obtain an accurate measure of how much electricity the system is 
producing.  Due to variations in the weather, cloud cover, and temperature, the power 
produced by the system varies greatly from day to day.  The suggested time period to 
obtain an accurate average is three years.  
 
Additionally, there are other suggestions for how to use the excess power that may be 
generated.  So for now, we suggest we watch the meters and gather the necessary 
information regarding electric consumption and generation. 
 
2) Finance committee informed B&G that the cost of the Meeting's telephone line is 
$66 per month.  Considering that no one answers the phone and that messages left on 
the service are not answered, Finance wondered if we might consider terminating the 
line. 
 
B&G supports not spending $66 per month for a service that is, essentially, not used.  
However, we feel there needs to be a way for people to contact the Meeting. 
 
Additionally, we feel this is not a question for B&G to solely answer. 
 
3)  The Meeting has been gifted a top quality audio-visual system.  This equipment 
includes a projector, dvd player, speakers and large screen.  With this system, films, for 
example, can be shown to a large group.  Chris Andres is making himself familiar with 
its operation.   B&G is looking for interested persons to learn how to operate the 
equipment.  We will be working with Chris to give a workshop as well as provide 
simplified operating instructions.  The manuals that came with the components are 
large and long. 
 
questions to consider include: 
a. is equipment for Meeting use only 
b. if used by other groups, who will operate it 
c. should there be a fee involved 



 
4)  B&G is working with Rod Payne-Meyer of Creative Landscapes here in Putney, to 
help us, and the Meeting, determine how the courtyard should be utilized.  On 
February 24 after second Meeting we will meet with Rod to help us answer the 
following questions:  

• what kinds of things do you see happening out there? 
• what do you want the space to look like? 
• what do you want the space to feel like? 

Please think about these broad questions between now and next Sunday's meeting.   
 
At this point we are going back to the conceptual design stage.  So, for example, if 
you like the idea of plants and a garden courtyard, think about what that would feel like 
and what it would allow to happen in that space and not that there should be specific 
plants (e.g. lilies) and certain colors (e.g. blue).  If you see this as a multipurpose space 
with some kind of patio/paving, think about what activities the paving would allow to 
happen in that space; what it might look like and not whether it should be sandstone or 
bluestone or concrete.  Those decisions come later, after we have the conceptual 
design for the space. 
 
5)  Last month we looked at the ceiling fan running in the winter.  With the aid of 
remote temperature readings, we noted that without the fan running, the ceiling and 
floor temperatures were about the same. Thermal convection effectively circulates the 
heated air from the stove/baseboard to achieve equalization.  With the fan on, one can 
feel the moving air and because it's moving, it feels cool and, in the winter, 
uncomfortable.  On hot summer days, the fan feels great as the moving air is welcome.  
We suggest the fan not be used during heating season.  
 
6)  We have purchased a second Pocketalker hearing assistive device.  User response 
from the first one was very favorable.  We decided having a second device available 
was a good idea.  Informing Friends of their availability is a question we would like help 
in answering. 
   


