
Minutes of Quakers Wrestling with White Supremacy

 (Sub committee of Peace and Social Justice Committee of Putney Friends 

Meeting)


November 14, 2018, Red House, Putney VT


Present:  Cookie Forsythe, Mary Osher, Gail Haines, Claire Halverson, Ellen 
Forsythe, Martha Meigs, Julie Forsythe


After an opening silence, followed by sharing of our thought, feelings and 
actions since our last meeting in the spring, which included participation in three 
different Friends workshops: Amanda Kemp’s Say the Wrong Thing, The New 
England Yearly Meeting, Racial Dialogue Capacity-Building Workshop, and the 
FGC on line course Healing from White Supremacy.

rooted commitment to uprooting white supremacy within our community and 
take on-going collective action to challenge it in society? (from FGC)


1. Our first action was to agree on the name of our ad hoc efforts that are 
entering their third year, 


Quakers Wrestling with White Supremacy.  
“Answering the question, How can we make a prolonged, spiritually-rooted, 
engaged commitment to uprooting white supremacy within our community 
and take on-going acton to challenge it in society?”  FGC Course on Healing 
from White Supremacy


2. We then began discussion of actions that we would like to undertake this 
year. The discussion was wide ranging,  We want to take some specific actions 
before Christmas and then begin at our January meeting to plan for events 
within the meeting and in the wider community for the spring. And offer 
scholarships to Friends events like the three workshops above.  Ellen has joined 
Nancy on FCNL liaison work.  We discussed wider out reach suggestions, more 
films in the meeting and the public library, perhaps Landmark College.  Perhaps 
a U Tube Blast.  We listened to Elizabeth Warrens’ new housing proposal and 
will consider drafting a letter to our Senators in support for consideration of the 
meeting.  We discussed immediate support for the regional People of Color 
gathering at Lost River this weekend.  Gail had many suggestions and will email 
Roger to alert the meeting. This discussion serves as the agenda for our next 
meeting.




3. We realized that we have a responsibility to make our budgets needs clear.  

	 1.  We want to be able to buy adult books to supplement the race section 
in the library, which Cookie set up last year. ($50) Ten titles total

	 2.  We want to buy children books for the small children library in the 
community room, knowing that many pass by those shelves including the home 
schoolers.  ( Julie will talk to First Day folk, Claire will generate a list.) ($50.00  

Julie will contact the Yearly Meeting to get their children book list.

	 3. The Putney Public Library.  Claire will connect with Emily Zumas to 
discuss that collection, share the Lost River Book list and discuss the collection.

	 4. We want to set aside up to $200 for people to attend workshops etc 
that have been so effective at educating us!

	 5. Funds to rent movies for public showing ($200) 


Our next meeting is on January 16th at 6;30 at Red House, 7 Small Meadows 
Lane,  Putney, VT 


Julie Forsythe


	


