
PUTNEY FRIENDS MEETING 

MONTHLY MEETING FOR BUSINESS 

ELEVENTH MONTH ELEVENTH, 2018 

 
Present: Roger Jasaitis, Clerk; John Leppman, Recording Clerk; Jessica 

Turner, Treasurer; Ian Conway, Carol Forsythe, Darah Kehnemuyi, Sheila 

Garrett, Jim Kirby, Michelle Wright, Mary Oeser, Carmen Berelson, Tom 

Howe, Brent Seabrook, Francie Marbury, Chris Andres, Laurie Coursin, Jim 

Nortz 

 

In worship, the Clerk opened with the following reading: 

Be swift to hear, and slow to speak. And let it be in the grace, which seasons 

all words… 

--George Fox, 1690, quoted in New England Yearly Meeting Faith and 

Practice, 2015 Web edition 

 

Schedule of Events 

Meeting for Worship times 

Sundays, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 

Sundays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Child care is available every Sunday during the 10:30 a.m. meeting. 

 

First Day School (ages 5-11) 

First, second, and third Sunday of each month 

10:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 

11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Thanksgiving potluck Sunday dinner. As of a week ahead of this event, 

volunteers for clean-up are still needed. Please sign up.  

 

Thursday, November 22, 2018 

11:00 a.m. to noon 

Thanksgiving meeting for worship 
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Sunday, December 9, 2018 

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Religious Education 

Continuing study of Howard Brinton and Margaret Bacon, Friends for 350 

Years 

 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 

12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Monthly Meeting for Business 

 

Tuesday, December 25, 2018 

11:00 a.m. to noon 

Christmas meeting for worship 

 

Monday, December 31, 2018 to Tuesday, January 1, 2019 

9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 

New Year’s Eve Overnight Vigil 

Come for whatever time you feel called to be there.  

 

Minutes  

Meeting for Business, Tenth Month 21st, 2018 

Minutes were approved as sent out on the meeting Web site, with a couple of 

corrections of typographical errors.  

 

Continuing Business 

Letter to Congressman Welch 

This letter was mentioned at the October business meeting, and there was 

uncertainty among those present about where it stood. The Clerk assured the 

meeting today that the letter had been completed, signed, and sent to 

Congressman Welch early in the summer of 2018. The meeting’s desire to 

have the letter disseminated to newspapers, mentioned in the October 

meeting, has been passed on the committee which prepared the letter. That 

committee will continue to keep the meeting informed on progress with the 

issue of reparations, which may see light in legislation with a somewhat 

different name.  

 

Ad hoc committee on recording of ministers and naming gifts 

Excerpt from the minutes of the July 2018 called meeting: 

“We agree that the clerk will form an ad hoc committee of Friends in order 

to further discern and create one or two minutes for the consideration of the 
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Monthly Meeting which address both our acknowledgement of Noah’s work 

and an opportunity to define a process for naming gifts which works for 

Putney Friends” 

 

The clerk is eager to have volunteers to participate in this committee and to 

have a variety of viewpoints represented. He does not have any 

presupposition about the size of the committee. He plans to repeat this 

invitation at business meetings for the next two months. As this process 

moves along, he is grateful for the involvement of his support committee. 

 

He read two selections: a brief passage in Howard Brinton’s Friends for 300 

Years regarding the use if small committees to help focus discernment about 

contentious issues; and a note from a Friend in this meeting expressing hope 

that harmony will emerge from the cacophony of views which have been 

expressed.  

 

Committee Reports 

Social Justice Service Committee 

The report of this newly forming and newly named committee is appended 

to the present minutes. 

 

Discussion today centered mainly on the request from the committee for 

funding in the 2019 budget totaling $7500. Jessica Turner supplied 

necessary financial data. In 2018, expenses for the same range of activities 

came to a total of $1100, of which $600 was annual donations to Quaker 

organizations (Friends Committee on National Legislation and American 

Friends Service Committee), and the remaining $500 supported our outreach 

through the Overflow Shelter and other organizations. The increase is 

chiefly for an appropriation of $5000 to support CASP in its work with 

asylum seekers living in our area. CASP estimates the necessary funding for 

a family to come to $10,000 annually, and hopes soon to be supporting two 

families. The $7500 request from the committee would amount to 18% of 

the meeting’s total annual budget. Unrestricted donations to the meeting 

have varied remained slightly from year to year but have been fairly stable, 

and rental income has dropped slightly. At current income levels, the added 

expenditure would be unsustainable. Friends may see their way clear to 

make designated donations to the meeting for its support of CASP (above 

and beyond support of the meeting’s unrestricted budget), or to support 

CASP directly. The meeting does have limited reserves from which some 

funds can be taken when needs arise. Friends are asked to look at options for 
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this effort between now and the December Meeting for Business, when a 

budget will be under consideration. 

 

Ministry and Counsel 

The committee met on November 7 and devoted considerable attention to 

sharing with Carmen Berelson her interest in forming a Pastoral Care 

Committee, charged with helping people (members and attenders), building 

the meeting community, and searching for people whose involvement with 

the meeting has waned. (The term “lost sheep” appears in the report.) In any 

of these areas of work, there may be overlap between the call of the Ministry 

and Counsel Committee and of the new committee; for example, either 

committee might take responsibility for seeking people listed as meeting 

members whose attachment to their membership has not been fully evident. 

There would be an overlap of at least one member between the committees. 

A few Friends have joined Carmen in expressing an interest in participating.  

Minute 2018.11.01. Pastoral Care Committee 

Friends support the formation of a Pastoral Care Committee, charged with 

responsibilities of helping people, building the meeting community, and 

reaching out to people in the meeting community whom we have not heard 

from. Initial funding of $250 would come from the amount presently 

budgeted as the Clerk’s undesignated funds. The Nominating Committee will 

propose a slate for this committee to the December business meeting.  

 

Ministry and Counsel is working with Buildings and Grounds on the issue of 

providing amplification in the meeting house for those who may have 

difficulty hearing speaking in the room. The acoustic tiles have helped this 

problem but not wholly solved it.  

 

Buildings and Grounds 

Fall clean-up activities on October 28 and November 4 were very helpful, in 

spite of less-than-spectacular weather. The newly seeded area between the 

meeting house and the town cemetery, extending from Route 5 to the shed, 

looks a great deal better after removal of unwanted vegetation and an ancient 

stone wall.  

 

The committee is grateful to Jim Kirby for his help in budgeting its 

expenses.  

 

The committee overseeing the solar electric energy project reports slow 

progress. Four permits are needed for the project: 
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• Certificate of Public Good. Submitted in September and approved. 

• Electric permit to GMP. Created by Ty Zinn, the electrician who is 

working with Gary MacArthur. 

• Construction permit, from the Town of Putney. Completed a couple of 

das ago, to be delivered to the Putney Fire Department on 11/20/18. 

Fee of $100. Chip Greenberg, the architect who designed the Meeting 

House addition, provided assurance that  that the roof will hold up the 

panels.   

• Vermont State Department of Public Safety. Fee of $85. 

Completion date for the project still depends largely on conditions for 

getting the outdoor work done.  

 

Finance Committee 

Jessica Turner reported briefly. The Solar energy fund has a current balance 

of $9100. (Income for this and other designated funds was not included in 

the totals discussed when outlining the impact on the Meeting budget of 

proposed additions to the Social Justice Service Committee appropriation.) 

The estimated budget for the solar energy project of $12,000 remains 

uncertain.  

 

A printed appeal letter is going out soon. The committee feels that a paper 

letter works better for this than an electronic communication. .  

 

First Day School Committee 

While attendance at both formal First Day School activities and informal 

child care during the meeting hour has been small (and the people who do 

come to it tend to be small, too), the committee is still very pleased with the 

“terrific” child care providers.  

 

Dying, Death, and Bereavement 

New England Yearly Meeting Faith & Practice Committee presents “A 

Discussion Guide for Pastoral Care, Draft Text” having to do with 

supporting Friends in matters of dying, death, and bereavement. Friends are 

encouraged to look this over, and the meeting asks Ministry and Counsel to 

review it in light of a document that this meeting assembled several years 

ago.  

 

The meeting closed with silence.  
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John A. Leppman 

      Recording Clerk 

 

Appendix: 

Social Justice Service Committee report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


