
Putney Friends Meeting 
Ministry & Counsel Report to Meeting for Business 11/11/18 
From 7 November 2018 6:30 M&C meeting at Laurie Coursin’s 
 
2018-2019 individuals currently serving on M&C: Peg Alden, Ian Conway, Laurie Coursin, 
Gail Haines, Susan Slowinski, Michelle Wright, Tom Howe, clerk, Roger Jasaitis, ex-officio 
 
We welcomed guest Carmen Berelson to discuss a proposal for a pastoral care committee. 
 
Carmen described her vision for the PC committee as three-fold: helping people (members and 
attenders), community building (confidentiality might stand in the way), and searching for lost sheep 
(sick or offended). Overall, a theme of “You are not alone” seemed to guide the proposed PC 
Committee’s work. Some overlap was noted in the roles of PC and M&C.  Checking on whether 
someone was still an active member might be an M+C role or a PC role.  Also there may be overlap in 
the helping arena, some types of help may be more M+C others more PC. M+C is excited about this 
endeavor and we have confidence in Carmen’s gifts of leadership and judgement. PC committee would 
be designed to have a liaison with M+C with the committees sharing a member. M+C supports 
bringing this to Monthly Meeting to approve, with Carmen on the agenda to present the proposal.  
Nominating Committee would find the committee members and our Meeting Clerk proposes granting 
$250 from the Clerk’s Emergency Fund to start the PC committee budget. 
 
We discussed at length the need for more amplification of voices when giving vocal ministry, 
considering personalized headsets and the previous suggestions from Building and Grounds working 
group. We look for an update from Building and Grounds. 
 
We discussed request from Jim Rizzo for his work in Cambodia and support this request, forwarding 
it to SJSC for consideration and action. 
 
We received reports from Clearness, Oversight and Support Committees, including the Oversight 
Committee Report for Matthew Wright which Susan Slowinski will present to the December Meeting 
for Business. 
 
We are reminded of the power of ‘tapping others’ to opportunities they might not otherwise see, to 
recognize their gifts and encourage their leadings, and the important role this plays in our meeting 
community. 
 
Love for Putney Meeting and all our beloved friends was reiterated in reflection on mass shootings in 
places of worship.  
 
We closed in Silence. 
 
Tom Howe, clerk of M&C 


