
PUTNEY FRIENDS MEETING 

MONTHLY MEETING FOR BUSINESS 

TENTH MONTH 21ST, 2018 

 
Present: Julia Forsythe, Acting Clerk; John Leppman, Recording Clerk; 

Jessica Turner, Treasurer; Carol Forsythe, Susan Slowinski, Ellen Forsythe, 

Nancy Middleton, Martha Meigs, Noah Merrill, Peg Alden, Jim Kirby, Ian 

Conway, Honor Woodrow, Heidi Watts, Michael Herbert, Francie Marbury, 

Jim Nortz, Tom Hoskins, Darah Kehnemuyi 

 

In worship, the Clerk opened with the following readings: 

Let us believe 

That the human adventure on planet Earth 

Will not end in ashes, 

But result in jubilation. 

That the imperative to love our neighbors 

Will come as naturally as breathing in and breathing out. 

That the smiles of infants 

Will endure to become the radiance of elders. 

That people of all colors, races and creeds 

Will live together in triumph, 

Celebrating their common humanity, 

Rejoicing in the beauty of the earth, 

Exulting in sunrise and sunset, 

In majesty of mountain and rapture of ocean, 

In wonder for all life, 

All good, all connected, all essential. 

That animosities and ignorance 

Will dissolve like mist in the morning, 

And no one will have reason to hate 

Because we will know at last 

That we are one people, one planet. 

Bill Pearson 

Dated Brattleboro, Vermont, 2010 

 

The discipline of corporate discernment ties us together as a community. 

The community supports and guides individuals in their journeys just as 

surely as the individuals inspire the community. The discipline of corporate 

discernment holds the community together, preventing it from fracturing into 



individuals, each following their own interpretation of the Inner Light. Our 

differences may provide opportunities for growth and understanding, thus 

invigorating the religious life of the community. We do not believe in either 

majority rule or in a leadership that must be followed; we recognize that the 

majority is not necessarily correct. We learn not to ride rough-shod over 

members with whom we disagree, but to take the time to listen to them and 

together to listen for God’s guidance. Our meetings for business are to 

discern God’s will and in the process to build up the community of faith. It is 

not our aim just to “get good things done.” 

New England Yearly Meeting Faith & Practice, 2015 Web Edition 

“In Meeting for Business” 

 

Schedule of Events 

Meeting for Worship times 

Sundays, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 

Sundays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Child care is available every Sunday during the 10:30 a.m. meeting. 

 

First Day School (ages 5-11) 

First, second, and third Sunday of each month 

10:30 a.m. 

 

Thursday, October 25, 2018 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Potluck for Community Asylum Seekers Project (CASP) 

 

Sunday, October 28, 2018 

All day 

Fall Clean-Up Day, Meeting House and grounds 

 

Sunday, November 4, 2018 

All day 

Rain date for Fall Clean-Up Day, Meeting House and grounds 

 

Sunday, November 11, 2018 

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Religious Education 

Ongoing study of Howard Brinton and Margaret Bacon, Friends for 350 

Years. Copies are available in the meeting office. $12.00 per copy 

donation advised.  



11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Light lunch potluck in advance of Monthly Meeting for Business 

12:30 p.m. to about 2:30 p.m. 

Monthly Meeting for Business (Note that this is one week earlier than the 

usual formula date in order not to conflict with the Thanksgiving 

potluck.) 

 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 

11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Thanksgiving potluck Sunday dinner. Please sign up on the sheet on the 

bulletin board and plan to bring something and/or help with set-up, 

clean-up, etc. Everyone in the Meeting is encouraged to take some 

responsibility for the success of this longstanding Meeting tradition.  

 

 

Minutes 

Meeting for Business Ninth Month 16th, 2018 

The meeting approved the minutes as circulated, substituting the word 

“pledged” for “earmarked” in the third line of the third paragraph of the 

Buildings & Grounds Committee report.  

 

New Business 

Hospitality Committee and Thanksgiving potluck 

Currently, there is no convener of the Hospitality Committee. Julie Forsythe 

will post a sign-up sheet for the November 18 Thanksgiving potluck dinner, 

asking everyone to take responsibility for the food contributions and tasks 

they sign up for. She is confident that the meeting as a whole will see to it 

that this longstanding and revered tradition is maintained.  

 

Letter to Cuba Yearly Meeting for Noah Merrill 

Noah Merrill will visit Cuba Yearly Meeting’s sessions and other meetings 

in Cuba in February 2019. While he will carry his existing travel minute, a 

special letter for this ministry will be appropriate and useful. Noah expects 

to visit the United States Embassy in Cuba to speak in support of reducing 

impediments to Cubans’ travel to the United States. 

Minute 2018.10.01 Letter to Cuba Yearly Meeting for Noah Merrill 

The proposed letter was approved with a minor correction. 

 

A translation into Spanish will be prepared. The letter as approved is 

appended to these minutes.  



 

 

Committee Reports 

Ministry and Counsel 

A report of the Committee’s October 10, 2018 meeting was read. This 

meeting focused in large part on a summary prepared by Noah Merrill’s 

Oversight Committee, chaired by Nancy Middleton, of their work in support 

of the many facets of his ministry over the past decade. “We noted that 

Putney Friends Meeting’s process of considering recognizing Noah as a 

Recorded Minister has been lengthy and inconclusive. Nancy noted that 

throughout this challenge, the committee has continued with the important 

task of supporting Noah’s ministry. The Oversight Committee is available to 

be part of the discernment process as needed.”  

 

The full report of the Oversight Committee was read and is appended to 

these minutes. Friends appreciated this thoughtful and comprehensive report 

and look forward to annual updates.  

 

The called meeting in July to consider recording of Noah’s ministry 

concluded with a plan to appoint an ad hoc committee to continue 

discernment of the subject. Friends at today’s business meeting did not have 

a current update on this plan.  

 

Ministry and Counsel “discussed the probable formation of a Pastoral Care 

Committee.”  

 

A worship group under the care of Putney Meeting is meeting Sundays at 

10:00 a.m. at Orchard School Community Center in Alstead, New 

Hampshire. Emily Mason has been coordinating it. Putney Meeting plans to 

donate some books to form a core library of Quaker literature for the group. 

All are welcome to meet with the group.  

 

Finance 

The profit and loss statement through September 2018 was distributed. 

Jessica reported that “the meeting is doing just fine with rentals and 

unrestricted contributions.”  

 

Accounting for the solar energy project is done separately from the general 

budget. Jessica extended “kudos” to everybody who has made a special 

donation for this, and to those who intend to do so. To reach its expected 



goal of $12,000, about $5000 more would be needed. (The total may exceed 

this by some.) Similarly, a budget for the projected landscaping activity is 

carried separately, but a $3000 appropriation from general meeting funds to 

that fund, made previously but not yet spent, could be transferred to the solar 

energy project if the meeting sees fit. A $3000 grant from New England 

Yearly Meeting’s Legacy Fund for the landscaping project cannot be 

repurposed by this meeting without the approval of the NEYM Legacy 

Fund. An additional $500 donation was specifically intended for use with 

the landscaping project. Discussion of these funding matters occupied time 

under both the Finance Committee and Buildings & Grounds Committee 

headings.  

 

Minute 2018.10.02 Funding of Solar Energy and Landscaping Projects 

The Meeting asks for an update report and recommendations from the 

Buildings and Grounds and Finance Committees at the November 2018 

Meeting for Business, estimating what we expect to spend from the New 

England Yearly Meeting Legacy Fund appropriation of $3000 for the 

landscaping project by March 2019; and giving guidance on the possible 

transfer of the meeting’s $3000 contribution, previously placed in the 

landscaping fund, to the solar energy fund.  

 

The annual appeal letter to meeting contributors will be mailed out soon. 

There was discussion of including a reminder to contributors of what their 

donation(s) to the meeting in the past year had been. Ian Conway endorsed 

the use of Pay Pal for monthly automatic donations, a mechanism for 

contributing which he and many others have found quite useful. Jim Kirby 

pointed out that it would be well to remind people not to reduce their support 

of the meeting’s general needs as they consider special donations for the 

solar energy project.  

 

Committee clerks are asked have a sense by November 1, 2018, of what 

their financial needs will be in 2019, as the committee will be reviewing 

these budget considerations at a meeting on November 4.  

 

Buildings and Grounds 

Equipment for the solar energy project is ready for installation. Permitting – 

which is done both by a private electrical firm and a state agency – is not in 

place yet. The full job of the installation may take a couple of weeks, 

depending on weather, competing projects, and so forth, but will involve 



minimal disruption of use of the building. The equipment might be in place 

by Thanksgiving. Or maybe Christmas. Or maybe Ground Hog Day. 

 

Electrician services may increase the estimated total price tag beyond 

$12,000.  

 

Jim will post information to assist people in the meeting community who are 

interested in similar projects in their own homes. The permitting 

requirements for residential projects are less exacting than they will be in 

our public building.  

 

Nominating Committee 

Nancy Pike submitted a report. The committee has reminded the newly 

formed Social Justice Service Committee that they should be in touch with 

the Finance Committee regarding budget requests for 2019. (This is being 

done.) An additional member of the Buildings and Grounds Committee is 

needed.  

 

Social Justice Service Committee (SJSC) 

The committee met on October 14, 2018. Communication for the 

foreseeable future will be done by e-mail. Putney Meeting’s service for the 

Overflow Shelter  resumes in November. Many Friends have been involved 

with this significant community activity. There is interest in placing more 

asylum seekers in homes in the Putney area.  

 

The committee’s 2019 budget request is in preparation. The committee 

expects that its budget request should incorporate the meeting’s usual 

contributions to American Friends Service Committee and Friends 

Committee on National Legislation, which, prior to formation of this 

committee, were budgeted under Ministry and Counsel.  

 

The meeting previously asked the Clerk to prepare a letter urging 

Congressman Peter Welch to support Bill HR-140, regarding reparations to 

African Americans. Friends supported having the letter published in local 

newspapers when it is complete.  

 

A retreat for Black, Indigenous, and People of Color in Vermont is planned 

for November 2018. The committee anticipates supporting this project with 

an amount which would not require explicit approval by Monthly Meeting.  

 



 

 

Racial Justice Committee 

The committee has not come to a final conclusion about what name it would 

like to use. It is considered an ad hoc committee under the Social Justice 

Service Committee. It has assembled a recommended reading list, which is 

posted on the bulletin board. Coordination with related New England Yearly 

Meeting activities is active.  

 

Announcement 

Peg Alden announced a Vacation Location Auction to benefit progressive 

political candidates. People with facilities which might appeal to vacationers 

attracted to Vermont are urged to offer them to this cause. The auction 

continues through its on-line connection to November 3. More information 

at <SaveOurNationVacation.org>.  

 

The meeting closed with silence. 

 

      John A. Leppman 

      Recording Clerk 

 

Appendices: 

1. Report of Noah Merrill’s Oversight Committee 

2. Letter to Cuba Yearly Meeting of Friends 

 

 

 


