
PUTNEY FRIENDS MEETING 

MONTHLY MEETING FOR BUSINESS 

NINTH MONTH 16TH, 2018 

 
Present: Roger Jasaitis, Clerk; John Leppman, Recording Clerk; Jessica Turner, Treasurer; 

Laurie Coursen, Ellen Forsythe, Sheldon Weeks, Michelle Wright, Nancy Pike, Alan Blood, 

Tom Howe, Heidi Watts, Julie Forsythe, Martha Meigs, Tom Hoskins, Chris Andres 

 

In worship, the Clerk opened with the following reading: 

In such a world as ours today, no light glib word of hope dare be spoken… Only if we look long 

and deeply into the abyss of despair do we dare to speak of hope… We dare not tell people to 

hope in God … unless we know what it means to have absolutely no other hope but in God. But 

as we know something of such a profound and amazing assurance, clear at the depths of our 

beings, then we dare to proclaim it boldly in the midst of a world aflame. 

Thomas Kelly 

Written in Germany, 1938 

 

Schedule of Events 

Meeting for Worship times 

Sundays, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 

Sundays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Child care is available every Sunday during 10:30 a.m. meeting 

 

First Day School (ages 5-11) 

First, second, and third Sunday of each month 

10:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday, October 14, 2018 

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Religious Education 

Considering Howard Brinton and Margaret Bacon, Friends For 350 Years. A few copies are 

available; retail price is $12.00 but Friends may adjust the price if circumstances require. 

Howard Brinton’s earlier Friends for 300 Years has the same content except for additions and 

annotations by Margaret Bacon and can be used for most of this discussion if that’s the one you 

have on the bookshelf. 

 

Friday, October 19, 2018 

5:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Presentation by Sadelle Wiltshire on her recent journey to Scotland 

 

Sunday, October 21, 2018 

12:30 – 2:00 p.m. 

Monthly Meeting for Business 



 

 

Minutes 

Monthly Meeting for Business, Sixth Month 17th, 2018 

Minutes approved as distributed with thanks to Jessica Turner, who was Acting Recording 

Clerk for that meeting. 

 

Called Meeting, Seventh Month 15th, 2018 

Minutes approved as distributed with thanks to Cookie Forsythe for acting as Recording Clerk 

for this Meeting.  

 

 

Committee Reports 

Buildings and Grounds 

The committee’s full report is appended to these minutes. Highlights are noted as follows. 

 

The fence between our property and the cemetery has been removed. The committee plans to 

work on clearing brush and other impediments along that line, with benefits both to aesthetics 

and safety. This will happen on Monday or Tuesday, September 24th or 25th. The Committee is 

seeking volunteers to help. Please contact Brent Seabrook or Ellen Forsythe to sign up.  

 

Ellen Forsythe discussed the proposal for installing equipment along our southwest-facing roof 

to generate electricity from solar energy. A cost of $12,000 has been estimated for this project. 

At least $7000 has currently been pledged. A meeting member has offered to make a “bridge 

loan” to cover the balance if needed. Additional designated contributions by Friends would 

reduce the amount of debt needed to bring the project to fruition. The use of grants to partially 

fund the project will be explored by the committee. The Buildings and Grounds Committee 

feels some sense of urgency in moving along with this project if maximum benefits are to be 

realized. 

 

Minute 2018.09.01 Solar Electric Project 

The meeting approves going forward with the solar electricity generating project as presented 

by the Buildings and Grounds Committee. Special thanks are extended to the Solar Sub-

Committee for its work on this project.  

 

Ministry and Counsel 

Tom Howe presented the full report, which is appended to the present minutes. He also noted 

appreciation to Parker Huber for his careful summaries of attendance and activity at meetings 

for worship.  

 

Finance 

Jessica Turner reported that the meeting’s finances are in good order. There was an encouraging 

response to the recent appeal for donations. The committee would like meeting committees to 



present requests for expenditures for the next calendar year by December 1st. This need is 

particularly important for newly constituted committees to consider.  

 

First Day School 

Laurie Coursen reported that the new academic year is underway and will be conducted on the 

first, second, and third First Days of each month. The program is currently serving mainly the 

younger age group of children, and adjustments of furniture and equipment have been made 

accordingly. The same group of people as last year are working with us to provide child care 

during Meeting for Worship hours.  

 

Nominating 

Nancy Pike reported for the committee.  

 

Michelle Wright suggested that the people who work with us on child care might be asked to be 

on the First Day School committee. No meeting policy prohibits membership of younger 

Friends on committees.  

 

New business 

Memorial for Gudrun Weeks 

Sheldon Weeks presented a thoughtful discussion of the memorial meeting, held on August 18. 

About 100 people attended, and furniture arrangements permitted most of them to be seated in 

the meeting room. A quartet played in the vestibule.  

 

The family expressed some regret that no reception line or name tags were used to help sort out 

who was who among family, friends, and Friends. The idea will be useful to keep in mind for 

future memorial services.  

 

A memorial minute for Gudrun is being prepared by the West Brattleboro worship group. 

Friends expressed their sympathy for the loss of a deeply valued Friend.  

 

New England Yearly Meeting Sessions 

Michelle Wright attended Sessions and reported a few prominent impressions. 

 

Prominent and meaningful talks at plenary sessions came from three young women, who spoke 

on related themes. Michelle recalled that she was “really aware of the young Friends’ and 

young adult Friends’ presence.” And the “strong connection” these Friends feel with each other 

and with the Yearly Meeting.  

 

It was ”a very Christ-centered Yearly Meeting.” 

 

In a “very gathered” business meeting, Friends focused much attention on the fact that the 

Yearly Meeting’s Clerks, including the proposed incoming one, have pretty much invariably 

been European-American men or women of prosperous European-American background. The 

Nominating Committee, aware of this seemingly exclusive pattern, had approached people of 



non-European cultural background and/or varying gender identity, but had found no one who 

felt able to take on the responsibilities of clerkship. Encouraging a more diverse group of people 

to take on this sort of job in the Yearly Meeting is a goal many Friends feel must be emphasized 

 

In the ongoing Faith and Practice revision, language about dual membership with other 

religious groups is under thoughtful consideration.  

 

The meeting closed with silent worship.  

 

      John A. Leppman 

      Recording Clerk 

 

 

 


