
Putney Friends Meeting 
Ministry & Counsel Report to Business 16 September 2018 
 
Nancy Lang and Roger Jasaitis graciously welcomed all members of M&C to a pot luck 
in their home on Wednesday, September 12th. This included a welcome to our two new 
members rotating on to M&C, Michelle Wright and Gail Haines, members rotating off, 
Carol Forsythe and Janice Baldwin, and continuing members Peg Alden, Susan 
Slowinski, Laurie Coursin, Tom Howe serving as clerk of M&C, Roger Jasaitis, ex officio. 
Ian Conway was unable to attend. 
 
M&C enjoyed time with many others at the all committee pot-luck end of August. Please 
find any of us anytime you have questions for M&C, the role of M&C in our meeting, and 
ways in which you feel we may be of support to you or others in the meeting. 
 
The meeting also designates a small portion of the meeting budget to M&C to allocate 
for educational opportunities for any adults or children wishing to attend retreats, 
camps, or other events for which you may need some financial assistance. Please speak 
to any of us if you have interest or needs in this regard or know of others who do. We are 
here to support all members and attenders in any way we can. 
 
At our meeting this past Wednesday, we said goodbye to Cookie and Janice, thanking 
them for their years of service on M&C as they continue service on other committees 
and in other ways in the meeting. 
 
We read with great appreciation Parker’s reflections on worship over the summer which 
allowed a springboard for discussion of summer worship. 
 
We noted that it is our practice now that Parker has been reading our Personal Queries 
during early and late Meetings for Worship on first First Day of the month; Parker reads 
the Corporate Queries on 3rd First Day (prior to Meeting for Worship for Business) and 
Roger reads Corporate Queries at Late Meeting. 
 
We hold friends in the light and reach out to any with particular needs we know of or 
who have been brought to our attention by others in the meeting. 
 
We discussed communication between M&C and oversight and other committees within 
the meeting and want there to be clear and easy communication and support from M&C 
with each committee in the meeting. 
 
We began consideration of a good proposal received for a Pastoral Care Committee, 
understanding that Nominating will move this forward once M&C comes to clarity in 
recommendation for how to proceed. We discussed possible liaison role and categories 
of care which might help us discern and differentiate the concerns that could go to a 
Pastoral Care Committee or to Ministry and Counsel. 
 
M&C has a working document charting the role of committees under the care of 
Ministry and Counsel including: 



• Pastoral Care Committees for Individual Support 

• Clearness Committees for: 
1. Individual Discernment 
2. Membership 
3. Marriage 
4. Divorce 

• Oversight & Support Committees for: 
1. Ministry, Gifts, & Leadings 
2. Marriage 
3. Memorials. 

 
Ministry and Counsel continues to reflect on the roles and relationships of the various 
committees under the care of Ministry and Counsel. We welcome your input as we 
continue to understand the evolving needs within the meeting and the ways in which 
M&C can best serve these committees and the meeting. 
 
Ministry and Counsel is regularly scheduled to meet on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 6:30pm. Please reach out to any member of Ministry and Counsel with 
concerns or questions and with any topics you would like us to discuss. 
 
We carried a number of agenda items forward as the evening was late. 
 
Tom Howe, Clerk, on behalf of M&C 


