
PUTNEY FRIENDS MEETING 

MONTHLY MEETING FOR BUSINESS 

FIFTH MONTH 20TH, 2018 

 
Present: Roger Jasaitis, Clerk; John Leppman, Recording Clerk; Jessica 

Turner, Treasurer; John Wilmerding, Sheila Garrett, Sadelle Wiltshire, Eva 

Mondon, Francie Marbury, Jim Kirby, Tom Howe, Nancy Pike, Tom 

Hoskins, Ian Conway, Brent Seabrook 

 

In worship the Clerk opened with the following reading: 

Therefore, I, the Lord’s prisoner, implore you to walk in a way worthy of the 

call by which you were called, With all humility and gentleness, with 

magnanimity, bearing with one another in love, Endeavoring to keep the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

Letter to the Ephesians 4:1, translation by David Bentley Hart 

 

Schedule of Events 

Meeting for Worship times 

Sundays, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 

Sundays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Child care is available every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. meeting. 

Coffee and fellowship following each Meeting for Worship except when a 

potluck or other event is scheduled.  

 

First Day School 

The final day of scheduled First Day School sessions for this academic year 

is May 20. Child care continues through the summer months. First Day 

School resumes on September 9, 2018.  

 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Putney Public Library 

Building Bridges: How can we help our neighbors from other countries feel 

welcomed in our communities? 

 

 

 

 

 



Monday, May 28, 2018 

4:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

Memorial Day Meeting for Worship 

This annual event, convened by the Ministry and Counsel Committee, 

honors the memory of all those whom we are called to remember.  

Light refreshments follow.  

 

Saturday-Sunday, June 2–3, 2018 

Northwest Quarterly Meeting 

Plainfield Meeting, Plainfield, Vermont 

“Deepening Experience of the Sacred in Our Daily Lives” 

Registration: Peggyann Noel ompa@accessvt,com, 802-496-6460 

 

Saturday, June 2, 2018 

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Mount Toby Meeting, Leverett, Massachusetts 

New England Yearly Meeting Legacy Gift Committee workshop 

“Supporting Ministry and Ministers” 

This workshop will provide an opportunity to learn how meetings can 

support Friends in ministry and witness while also providing spiritual and 

financial accountability.  

Details on PFM web site and bulletin board.  

 

Sunday, June 3, 2018 

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

Parents’ Day Breakfast 

This event merges the Mothers’ Day and Fathers’ Day breakfasts we have 

had in many previous years. It honors all parents.  

There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for anyone wishing to assist. 

Contact Hospitality Committee members with any questions. 

 

Saturday, June 9, 2018 

9:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Lunch provided. Hospitality and child care available 

with advance request. 

Wellesley Friends Meeting, 26 Benvenue Street, Wellesley, Massachusetts 

Racial Dialogue Capacity-Building Workshop 

Led by Julie de Sherbinin and Lisa Graustein 

“Both meetings and individual Friends throughout New England are in 

different stages of engagement with the Minute on White Supremacy. This is 

to be expected. The Permanent Board working group on Challenging White 



Supremacy (CWS) has been charged with both recording what is happening 

and encouraging meetings and individuals to be bold in their engagement.” 

Registration form is on the PFM web site.  

 

Saturday, June 9, 2018 

6:00 p.m. (potluck), 7:00 p.m. (meeting) 

Community Asylum Seekers Project (CASP) meeting for gathering 

information about building a support network and seeking host families for 

asylum seekers.  

 

Sunday, June 10, 2018 

9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

Adult First Day School  

Matthew Wright will share his experience with the Deeper Roots Program 

with Deborah Fisch and Lloyd Lee Wilson. 

 

Saturday, June 16, 2018 

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Chalmers/Steere rooms, Kendal, Route 10, north of Hanover, New 

Hampshire 

 “Clerking Committees” workshop 

Jackie Stilwell will facilitate. 

 

Sunday, June 17, 2018 

12:30 p.m. 

Monthly Meeting for Business. Light potluck lunch follows 10:30 Meeting 

for Worship. 

 

Sunday, July 15, 2018 

12:30 p.m. 

Called meeting to continue our consideration of recording gifts of vocal 

ministry.  

 

 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Business, Fourth Month 15th, 2018 

Approved as presented. 

 

Minutes of Called Meeting, Fifth Month 6th, 2018 

Approved as presented, with appreciation for Francie Marbury’s having 

served as Recording Clerk pro tem. Note that the minutes include an 



appendix with a time line of Putney Meeting’s consideration of this concern 

since 2010.  

 

Death of Geoffrey Hendricks 

Long-time Putney Friends meeting member Geoffrey Hendricks died in New 

York on May 12, 2018. While living through these years in New York, 

Geoffrey considered Putney to be a spiritual home. Friends hold in the light 

his family, notably his sister Hildamarie Hendricks.  

 

State of Society Report 

The report prepared by the Ministry and Counsel Committee was reviewed 

and considered.  

Minute 2018.05.01 

State of Society Report 

The 2018 State of Society report was approved as presented, with a 

minor editorial correction noted and allowing the Clerk to make other 

editorial corrections if needed after further checking.  

The Meeting expresses thanks to the Ministry and Counsel Committee, 

and particularly to Janice Baldwin, for their work in preparing the 2018 

State of Society report.  

 

Reparations 

A group from the meeting met some weeks ago to discuss Ta Nahisi Coates’ 

Atlantic magazine article “A Case for Reparations.” Francie Marbury had 

previously written to Congressman Peter Welch about co-sponsoring 

legislation to explore this issue nationally. He responded at that time with a 

card explaining his present position of not sponsoring reparations legislation. 

A proposed letter to him takes his position into account and encourages his 

reconsideration of the matter.  

 

In discussing this subject, and the proposed letter to Congressman Welch, 

Friends noted that HR 40, the legislation calling for consideration of a 

reparations program, has been around since 1989. The “40” in the bill 

number is a reference to the “forty acres and a mule” promise extended to 

freed slaves after the Civil War, which never materialized.  

 

The structure of the proposed letter to Congressman Welch was discussed. 

Letters to legislators benefit from a clear statement of the goal of the letter in 

the top paragraph. While Friends share concerns about the relationship of 

European-Americans to Native Americans and other minority populations, 



the focus of this particular political effort is necessarily narrower than the 

full list of such concerns.  

 

Friends suggested ongoing work on the letter.  

 

The committee is assuming the name Committee on Confronting Our 

Racism Effectively. The committee realizes that the acronym CORE has a 

distinguished history but feels comfortable with using it in this context.  

 

Committee reports 

Ministry and Council 

Tom Howe read the Ministry and Counsel Committee’s report, appended to 

the present minutes.  

 

Buildings and grounds 

Brent Seabrook read the Building and Grounds Committee’s report. The full 

report is appended to these minutes.  

 

Considerable indoor and outdoor work was accomplished on the May 13, 

2018 work day. One string of prayer flags has been relocated to the outdoors 

to pass into eternity in the natural way envisioned by Buddhist believers.  

 

Jim Kirby has worked with the committee on engineering details of a 

possible photovoltaic electricity generation system at the meeting house. His 

report is appended to these minutes.  

 

Minute 2018.05.02 

Solar energy 

The meeting approves moving forward on planning and funding of the 

solar energy project.  

 

Bulletin boards discussed in previous minutes are on the way to being 

installed this coming week.  

 

Courtyard project. Design principles for the courtyard project are listed in 

the committee’s report. The first segment has been more or less 

accomplished already. Schematics are in process. There was some 

discussion of the design proposals posted on walls of the community room, 

and of how long these drawings need to remain on the walls. (Friends like to 



return from time to time to a concern for uncluttered simplicity in our 

meeting spaces.)  

 

First Day School Committee 

The year’s First Day School activities end today until September 9, 2018. 

Child care continues through the summer. Ashley Dieckes, Cayden Learey, 

and Sarah Wright continue to provide this service, but will be unavailable in 

July, when adult volunteers for child care will be needed. There is a sign-up 

sheet on the bulletin board.  

 

Nominating Committee 

Nancy Pike reported for the committee. It is progressing well in naming 

members for meeting committees and other responsibilities. A clerk is 

needed for Hospitality Committee; the membership of the committee is 

strong, but so far no one has felt led to take the clerk position.  

 

The Library Committee needs a member. (This problem was addressed at 

the rise of today’s meeting.)  

 

The idea of a new Pastoral Care committee has been discussed, but its range 

of responsibilities is not yet clearly defined. 

 

The Memorial Committee may be put on hold pending more progress with 

planning for landscaping. Further discussion of this relationship is needed 

between the involved committees.  

 

The committee’s discussions with people have brought out some 

ambivalence in people’s feelings about how much of the meeting’s business 

is done in face-to-face committee meetings and how much is carried out by 

electronic communications. “Discernment” is often hard to achieve by e-

mail.  

 

Finance 

Jessica Turner reported that donations are healthy and the financial state of 

the meeting is good. There have been no recent meetings of the full 

committee.  

 

 

 

 



Minute 2018.05.03 

Donation to Putney and Dummerston Fire Departments  

In recognition of the service of the Putney and Dummerston Fire 

Departments on the occasion of a recent fire in trees and brush outside 

the meeting house, the meeting approved donations to both departments 

in amounts to be determined by Finance Committee.  

 

Closing words 

A note was received from Joe Gill of Point Baker, Alaska, who has joined us 

in worship on some recent occasions.  

I am forever grateful to the Quakers to have shown me a quiet gentle path 

that leads to the doorstep of the Creator. 

 

The meeting closed with silent worship. 

 

     John A. Leppman 

     Recording Clerk 

 

Appendices:  

1. State of Society report (subject to minor corrections as needed) 

2. Ministry and Counsel Committee report 

3. Buildings and Grounds Committee report 

4. Report on solar electricity generating options 

 


