
PUTNEY FRIENDS MEETING 

MONTHLY MEETING FOR BUSINESS 

FOURTH MONTH 15TH, 2018 

 
Present: Roger Jasaitis, Clerk; John Leppman, Recording Clerk; Cookie 

Forsythe, Peg Alden, Eva Mondon, Sheila Garrett, Chris Andres, Michael 

Herbert, Dody Waring, Tom Howe, Francie Marbury, Brent Seabrook, Ellen 

Forsythe 

 

In worship, the Clerk opened with the following reading: 

Now there are differences in the graces bestowed, but the same Spirit; And 

there are differences of ministries, and the same Spirit; and there are 

differences of operations, and the same God who makes active all things to 

all persons. But to each is given the Spirit’s manifestation for some benefit. 

First Letter to the Corinthians, 12:4 

Translation by David Bentley Hart 

 

Schedule of Events 

Meeting for Worship times 

Sundays, 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 

Sundays, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

Child care is available every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. meeting. 

Coffee and fellowship following each Meeting for Worship except when a 

potluck or other event is scheduled.  

 

First Day School (ages 5-11) 

Every first, second, and third First Day of the month 

10:30 a.m. 

The last day of this year’s school year for First Day School will be May 20.  

 

Sunday, April 29, 2018 

5:30 p.m. 

Whites Wrestling with Our Racism 

Simple soup potluck, followed by a discussion of: 

Ta-Nehisi Coates, “The Case for Reparations.” 

The article in the Atlantic Monthly, June 2014, can be accessed at 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-

reparations/361631/ 

 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/


Sunday, May 6, 2018 

12:30 p.m. (following late meeting) 

Called meeting to discuss the Minute of Exercise on Recording Gifts of 

Vocal Ministry. What is the present state of discernment of this matter in our 

meeting? 

 

Sunday, May 13, 2018 

9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 noon – completion of tasks 

Spring Clean-Up day at the Meeting House and grounds 

Rain date: May 27, 2018 

Everyone is urged to help out. Bring rakes and other implements.  

 

Friday, May 18, 2018 – Sunday May 20, 2018 

7:00 p.m. Friday to noon Sunday 

New England Yearly Meeting Spring Retreat for Young Adult Friends (New 

England Quakers age 18 to 35ish) 

Wellesley Friends Meeting 

26 Benvenue Street 

Wellesley, Massachusetts 02482 

Cost: 0-$80.00 as you are able and led 

More information: neym.org/young-adult-friends or facebook.com/neymyafs 

or e-mail Hilary@NEYM.org 

 

Sunday, May 20, 2018 

11:30 a.m. 

Potluck lunch 

12:30 p.m. 

Monthly Meeting for Business 

 

Sunday, June 3, 2018 

9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

Parents’ Day Breakfast 

There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for opportunities to assist. 

This event combines Mothers Day and Fathers Day celebrations.  

 

Saturday, June 9, 2018 

5:30 p.m. 

Potluck supper followed by Meeting at 6:30 for gathering information about 

building a support network and seeking host families for asylum seekers 

 

mailto:Hilary@NEYM.org


Minutes of Third Month 18th, 2018 

Accepted as distributed. 

 

Posting on the Meeting Website 

Friends approved the following minute: 

Minute 2018.04.01 

Putney Friends Meeting Website, Calendar, and Social Media Posting Policy 

All events and notices to be posted on the Meeting website, calendar, 

and social media must be approved by the Monthly Meeting or by the 

Meeting Clerk, Recording Clerk, or a Committee Clerk, with the 

exception of Meeting House rentals and non-Putney Monthly Meeting 

use of the Meeting House. A list of the meeting Clerk, Recording Clerk, 

and committee Clerks can be found on the meeting house bulletin 

board. Announcements should be brought to the attention of the 

appropriate Clerk. Once approved, all events and notices shall be 

forwarded by Meeting Clerks to the Website Editor: 

editor@putneyfriendsmeeting.org.  

 

Committee Reports 

Ministry and Counsel 

Tom Howe presented the committee’s report. The committee is nearing 

completion of a State of Society report for this year. Friends are encouraged 

to participate in the called meeting on May 6, 2018 to review the Minute of 

Exercise on the subject of recording gifts of ministry.  

 

M&C has prepared a tabular summary entitled “Committees Under the Care 

of Ministry and Counsel,” which was distributed today and commended by 

the meeting. A copy is appended to these minutes. As the Nominating 

Committee continues with its work for this year, this outline will be useful to 

Friends who anticipate being involved with the activities it summarizes.  

 

Nominating Committee 

The committee’s report was circulated in advance of this meeting. The 

committee has begun its outreach to Friends about participation in meeting 

activities over the coming year. Calls to those currently serving on 

committees are nearly complete, and the Nominating Committee is getting a 

better sense of the upcoming vacancies on each committee. The committee 

finds “an upwelling of interest in deepening and development of spiritual 

life. A number in the meeting now participate in ongoing groups of study 

and discussion.” There is “more and renewed interest in what Adult 

mailto:editor@putneyfriendsmeeting.org


Religious Education is and how we express it.” There is “interest in 

developing a Pastoral Care Committee, although it is not clear that those 

who have expressed interest have a common vision.”  

 

Refugee, Asylum Seeker, and Immigrant Support (RAIS) Committee 

 A committee of eight to ten Friends continues to meet. They are in regular 

contact with Steve Crofter, who reports that many asylum seekers continue 

to be known to us who need a host community. This committee is working 

as a hub of communication in the Putney/Brattleboro area. The June 9 

meeting noted above in the calendar is part of this effort. Francie Marbury 

attended the New England Yearly Meeting Living Faith gathering in 

Portland, Maine, yesterday and took part in a workshop entitled “Strangers 

No More: Immigration Justice and the Beloved Community.” Ogi Takeshi 

has attended meetings of this committee; his work in a project called Putney 

Diversity has aimed at bringing people together “to have fun and to make a 

friend.”  

 

First Day School Committee 

Francie Marbury presented a report on current activities. Sarah Wright joins 

Ashley Diekes and Cayden Leary in providing child care during the 10:30 – 

11:30 meeting hour. Attendance at First Day School sessions has been very 

light this year, but the committee remains dedicated to providing a 

meaningful program.  

  

Re-opening a discussion started at the March Meeting for Business, Friends 

considered the prayer flags which have decorated the community room since 

it was completed. After discussion, the meeting reached unity on the 

following minute: 

Minute 2018.04.02 

Prayer flags in the community room 

The prayer flags will be removed from their present position in the 

community room and hung outdoors for a season. This relocation will 

probably occur at the forthcoming work day in May 2018. The 

Buildings and Grounds Committee will coordinate their placement. 

They will be discarded when their condition is no longer appropriate for 

ongoing display.  

  

 

 

 



Finance Committee 

The committee’s report is a Balance Sheet and a Profit and Loss statement, 

circulated in advance of this meeting. This is a slow time of year for 

donation income.  

Minute 2018.04.03 

Monthly bank payments for donations to Putney Friends Meeting 

Friends are encouraged to arrange monthly bank account deductions 

for donations to Putney Friends Meeting. This makes for smoother and 

more predictable cash flow in the Meeting’s account. Friends should 

contact their bank for details on arranging this. 

Donations made through the Web site are handled by Pay Pal.  

 

Buildings and Grounds Committee 

Brent reported that a cigarette receptacle is now located underneath the 

portico, replacing the aesthetically less satisfactory tin can which had served 

this purpose.  

 

The committee is engaged in preliminary design discussions for the 

courtyard project, and is ever mindful of maximizing input from the meeting 

as a whole. 

 

The annual Spring Clean Up activity will take place on May 13; rain date 

May 27.  

 

The committee remains concerned about the aesthetically unpleasant, 

unsafe, and rather pointless fence between the cemetery and meeting 

property. It is a tightly woven wire fence which encourages  accumulation of 

detritus and growth of buckthorn and other unwanted plant matter. The 

committee will discuss with the Putney town Cemetery Commission. A 

somewhat related matter for review is the deposit of cemetery-related trash 

next to our shed.  

 

The committee has reviewed Minute 2018.03.05 regarding renewable 

energy, and is considering actions that can be taken.   

 

Other 

Tom Howe noted ministry at today’s Meeting for Worship and raised a 

concern that the meeting may wish to sponsor a meeting for healing. This 

has been done on occasion in the past. 

 



There was discussion about the presence of electronic noises, such as cell 

phones, in our in Meetings for Worship. Posting of lighthearted signs at the 

approach to the meeting room has not been a solution to the problem. 

Friends noted the sorts of circumstances which occasionally lead to calls 

during meeting times. Some Friends find that leaving their phones in their 

cars during meeting works well; others are not sure that this is a comfortable 

arrangement.  

 

The meeting ended with silent worship.  

 

      John A. Leppman 

      Recording Clerk 

 

Appendices 

1. Committees Under the Care of Ministry and Counsel 


