
 PUTNEY FRIENDS MEETING  

MONTHLY MEETING FOR BUSINESS 

THIRD MONTH 18TH, 2018 

 
Present: Roger Jasaitis, Clerk; John Leppman, Recording Clerk; Jessica 

Turner, Treasurer; Ian Conway, Jim Kirby, Ann Coakley, Chris Andres, 

Laurie Coursin, Nancy Pike, Carol Forsythe, Tom Howe, Nancy Middleton, 

Noah Merrill , Tom Hoskins, Eva Mondon, Peg Alden, Sheila Garrett 

 

In worship, the Clerk opened with the following reading: 

The danger for the Society of Friends does not lie so much in that a few may 

have a differing understanding in some things from the general sense of the 

Meeting, as it does in this: namely when those that do differ allow 

themselves to be led out of the bonds of charity, and will labor to impose 

their private sense upon the rest of their brethren, and to be offended and 

angry if it is not received. This is the seed of resistance and strife that has 

grown up in too many, to their detriment. 

– Paraphrased from Stephen Crisp, 1694. New England Yearly 

Meeting Faith & Practice, Interim edition, 2015 

 

Schedule of events 

Meeting for Worship times 

Sundays, 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 

Sundays, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

Child care is available every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. meeting 

Coffee and fellowship following each Meeting for Worship except when a 

potluck or other event is scheduled.  

 

First Day School (ages 5-11) 

Every first, second, and third First Day of the month 

10:30 a.m. 

 

Saturday, March 24, 2018 

“March for Our Lives” events in Putney, Keene, Northampton, Montpelier, 

and Washington, D.C., to name a few locations where people from our 

Meeting expect to be present.  

 

 

 



Sunday, March 25, 2018 

9:30 a.m. 

Adult religious education 

Noah Merrill will discuss his recent visit to the Friends World Committee 

Section of the Americas session in LaPaz, Bolivia, with young Friends from 

South America 

 

Sunday, April 1, 2018 

9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 

Easter fellowship at the rise of early and late meetings for worship 

 

Tuesday, April 3, 2018 

5:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Nominating Committee meeting 

 

Sunday, April 15, 2018 

11:30 a.m. 

Potluck lunch 

12:30 a.m. 

Monthly Meeting for Business 

 

Sunday, May 6, 2018 

9:30 a.m. 

Called Meeting to consider a Minute of Exercise on the matter of recording 

gifts of the ministry.  

 

 

Minutes of Second Month 18, 2018 

Approved as distributed 

 

Ministry and Counsel 

Tom Howe read the committee’s report, which brought the following 

matters to the Meeting’s attention.  

 

A called meeting previously requested by the Meeting to consider Minute of 

Exercise on Recording Gifts of Ministry will take place on May 6, 2018. The 

proposed text of a minute will be distributed in advance of that meeting for 

Friends’ consideration.  

 

 



Membership requests 

Three requests regarding membership have been considered by the Ministry 

and Council Committee and forwarded to this meeting with 

recommendations. Friends were reminded that our thoughtful discussion of 

specific requests of this sort gives us useful discernment in our consideration 

of membership in general, a subject which meetings continue to see from 

many viewpoints.  

 

Michelle Wright’s request for membership arises from deep reflection of her 

spiritual journey to this point. She met with a Clearness Committee, whose 

recommendation is passed to this meeting by Ministry and Counsel.  

 

Minute 2018.03.01 

Membership of Michelle Wright 

We joyfully welcome Michelle Wright to membership in Putney Friends 

Meeting. 

 

Minute 2018.03.02 

Interdenominational Transfer of membership for Elizabeth Dearborn 

Putney Friends Meeting accepts Elizabeth Dearborn’s request for 

transfer of membership to Guilford Community Church, United 

Church of Christ, with gratitude for her faithful membership in Putney 

Friends Meeting.  

 

Minute 2018. 03.03 

Transfer of membership for David Moon 

Putney Friends Meeting accepts David Moon’s request for transfer to 

Amesbury, Massachusetts, Monthly Meeting, with gratitude for his 

faithful membership in Putney Friends Meeting.  

 

Nominating Committee 

The Nominating Committee proposes the following minute, which was 

accepted after discussion of anticipated structure and function of the 

anticipated Social Justice Service Committee. Friends recognized that any 

committee will evolve as its members and the Meeting as a whole finds that 

it needs to.  

 

 

 

 



Minute 2018.03.04 

Social Justice Service Committee 

The Social Justice Service Committee provides oversight and support 

for the service work being conducted by individual Friends and sub-

committees on behalf of Putney Friends Meeting. The Committee serves 

as the focal point of the reporting to the Monthly Meeting on the 

ongoing service activities of the community, provides financial oversight 

for those funds designated to Social Justice and Peace concerns, and 

serves as a resource for those interested in becoming involved in social 

justice and peace efforts. The Committee is made up of at least three 

Friends who cooperatively share oversight responsibilities. 

 

There was some ongoing discussion of the status of a Retreat Committee and 

planning for a retreat. At present the Nominating Committee does not 

foresee appointing a Retreat Committee, but in the course of contacting 

Friends about nominations, it may gather ideas about the future of this 

activity. Friends were reminded that previous efforts to gather opinions 

about the retreat have not been particularly productive. Friends who have 

been involved in planning and carrying out this activity in recent years have 

a sense that it will do well to take a period of rest for some seasoning.  

 

Roger noted that we will want to do something to celebrate the 50th 

anniversary of the meeting in 2019.  

 

Renewable Energy 

Eva Mondon asked the Meeting to consider ways to manage our property 

which reduce energy consumption and carbon emissions. The following was 

approved.  

 

Minute 2018.03.05 

Energy consumption 

The Meeting asks the Buildings and Grounds Committee to explore 

improving the use of solar and other renewable energy resources on our 

property.  

 

Treasurer 

Jessica Turner gave a brief report, noting that donations tend to be slow at 

this time of year. An appeal letter will go out in May. The new meeting 

computer needs work and is thus far not as reliable as we need.  

 



Jessica requests that any request for a check from the Meeting account be 

rendered on paper (supplementing electronic communications as 

appropriate), in order to keep a necessary record of its completion.  

 

Directory 

The committee working on the new computerized directory function has 

been meeting. There will soon be a link to the meeting Web site allowing 

access to the membership directory. Anyone listed in the directory will have 

access to information in his or her listing, which will be password protected. 

Listed people can then correct information as needed and appropriate. There 

will be a capacity of posting photographs of listed people, and assistance in 

taking pictures for this will be offered. Photographs, of course, will be 

completely optional.  

 

Buildings and Grounds 

The committee’s report was reviewed. 

 

New bulletin boards, each 3’ x 4’, will be placed in the vestibule, to the left 

of the front door as one enters, for posting pictures of the meeting 

community; and on the right hand side of the corridor, near the present 

bulletin board, for posting peace and justice related notices. The photographs 

of past retreats now in the vestibule will be taken down. Photos of people 

will come from those who wish to supply them; 3” x 4” prints are suggested.  

 

A cigarette butt receptacle will be placed at an appropriate place outside the 

meeting house. People coming to events at the meeting house sometimes 

need an appropriate receptacle, and the present one is unsightly. The style of 

the new receptacle is similar to those often seen outside public buildings. 

  

Friends did not have a unified opinion on the prayer flags which have graced 

the community room for some years now. It had been suggested that they 

have completed their mission and might be removed; others felt that they are 

still enjoyable. There will be further discussion with the First Day School 

Committee and, if available, people who were involved with making them in 

the first place.  

 

 

 

 



At the Buildings and Grounds Committee’s request, the following was 

approved: 

 

Minute 2018.03.06 

Material donations to the meeting 

Individuals or committees considering buying or donating an item to the 

meeting for use at the meeting house should bring the plan to the 

attention of the clerk of the Buildings and Grounds Committee, which 

will discern the appropriateness of the item and coordinate with other 

committees and Monthly Meeting.  

 

Recorder 

John Leppman has prepared the annual Recorder’s report for New England 

Yearly Meeting. Membership statistics are compiled as of January 1 of each 

year. Our total membership on January 1, 2018 stood at 107, a gain of 3 

since a year previously.  

 

The meeting closed with silent worship.  

 

 

 

      John A. Leppman 

      Recording Clerk 


