
PUTNEY FRIENDS MEETING 
MONTHLY MEETING FOR BUSINESS 

SECOND MONTH 18TH, 2018 
 

Present: Roger Jasaitis, Clerk; John Leppman, Recording Clerk; Ellen 
Forsythe, Cookie Forsythe, Dody Waring, Tom Howe, Ian Conway, Laurie 
Coursin, Susan Slowinski, Martha Meigs, Noah Merrill, Nancy Middleton, 
Nancy Pike, Brent Seabrook, Tom Hoskins, Julie Forsythe, Chris Andres 
 
In worship, the Clerk opened with the following: 
The discipline of corporate discernment ties us together as a community. 
The community supports and guides individuals in their journeys just as 
surely as the individuals inspire the community. The discipline of corporate 
discernment holds the community together, preventing it from fracturing into 
individuals, each following their own interpretation of the Inner Light. Our 
differences may provide opportunities for growth and understanding, thus 
invigorating the religious life of the community. We do not believe in either 
majority rule or in a leadership that must be followed: we recognize that the 
majority is not necessarily correct. We learn not to ride rough-shod over 
members with whom we disagree, but to take time to listen to them and 
together to listen for God’s guidance. Our meetings for business are to 
discern God’s will and in the process to build up the community of faith. 
     – NEYM Faith & Practice, Interim 2015 
 
Schedule of events 
Meeting for worship times 
Sundays, 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 
Sundays, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
 
First Day School (ages 5-11) 
Every first, second, and third First Day of the month 
Child care is available every First Day at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Sunday, February 25 
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 
On Line Directory planning meeting 
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Sunday, March 4, 2018 
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
Refugee, Asylum Seeker, Immigrant Support and Encouragement (RAISE) 
Committee meeting 
 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Ending Racism film series 
 
Sunday, March 18, 2018 
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Potluck lunch 
12:30 p.m. – (optimistically) 1:30 p.m. 
Monthly Meeting for Business 
 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
At a home in Putney 
Whites Wrestling With Our Racism – Study and Dialogue to Action 
This is the first session of a six-part series, on alternate Wednesdays starting 
March 21. Regular attendance at all sessions is important for group 
development, so let us know if you expect to have to miss a session. 
Readings will be sent out ahead of each session. We would like everyone 
who attends to see the films Race: The Power of an Illusion and Last 
Chance for Eden. They can be borrowed from the meeting. Tentative session 
titles: 
White privilege and white fragility within the context of a society that has 
structured racism 
Micro-aggressions 
Practicing interventions to micro-aggressions 
Being black or a person of the global majority in a majority white 
community or congregation 
The intersection of racism and other oppressions 
How to take action 
Please let Gail Haines know by March 14, 2018, if you want to participate. 
 (Gail.haines.48@gmail.com) 
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Minutes of First Month 21st, 2018 
These were approved as distributed. 
 
Committee Reports 
Ministry and Counsel 
Tom Howe shared the committee’s report. The full text is Appendix 1 of 
these minutes.  
 
Friends approved the following minutes, arising from this report: 
 
Minute 2018.02.01 
Transfer of membership, Steven Chase 
The meeting approved transfer of membership of Steve Chase to 
Friends Meeting of Washington, with loving greetings and a summary 
of his activities during his membership here.  
 
Minute 2018.02.03 
Thanks to Steve Chase Oversight Committee. 
The meeting expresses thanks to the Oversight Committee which 
worked with Steve Chase over many years in support of his widespread 
ministry.  
 
Minute 2018.02.02 
Sadelle Wiltshire travel minute 
The proposed travel minute for Sadelle Wiltshire was approved. 
According to accepted process, it will be shared with Northwest 
Quarterly Meeting and New England Yearly Meeting.  
The full text is Appendix 2 to these minutes.  
Dody Waring spoke of the enrichment that comes from sharing travel 
minutes.  
 
Nominating Committee 
Nancy Pike read the report dated February 14, 2018, The full text is 
Appendix 3 these minutes. She also read a letter dated February 10, 2018, 
concerning the future structure and program of the Social Justice and Peace 
Committee. The full text is Appendix 4 to these minutes. 
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The content of the reports was discussed, particularly the proposals for 
restructuring and re-focusing the Social Justice and Peace Committee. 
Nancy pointed out that the meeting sets up a number of support committees, 
some of them focused on activities in the meeting community which 
necessarily remain a matter for private discussion, others for much more 
publically evident activities. Better dissemination of information on who 
participates in these committees would help Friends understand the 
possibilities for their involvement in this sort of sharing and outreach. A 
more organized structure for the working of these committees should help us 
get better feedback on how well they are carrying out their efforts.  
 
The Social Justice and Peace Committee has addressed many issues 
important to the meeting over the years, at times in a fashion which one 
Friend characterized as “scattershot.” Reorganization of the committee’s call 
reflects discussion occurring at the Yearly Meeting level. At both levels, the 
committee should find a structure to recognize calls for action that arise in 
the meeting and have “a unified way of holding and caring these gifts.”  
 
Further attention to this matter is expected at the March business meeting. 
Anyone with opinions on this is urged to share them in the coming month 
with the Clerk and/or with members of the Nominating Committee.  
 
Susan Slowinski addressed the Nominating Committee’s discussion of 
suspending or laying down the Retreat Committee. The suggestion to take 
such action was based on a pragmatic recognition that there has been 
difficulty finding Friends wishing to devote time and energy to this job. 
Friends briefly discussed the meeting’s feelings about the longstanding 
tradition of a fall meeting retreat. In past years when this was a particularly 
treasured and well-attended event, the meeting had a larger number of 
actively involved children and youth. The setting of retreats at Farm & 
Wilderness was a special attraction. Recent retreats at the meeting house 
have had smaller attendance. Other locations, such as Woolman Hill (which 
has been used once or twice) or Welcome Hill may be appealing. A Friend 
suggested that we should carefully discuss what we want to accomplish with 
a future retreat before committing time and energy. “What’s the life in a 
retreat for us?” This discussion by no means endorsed casually laying down 
the tradition, but recognized that continuing it will need both a clear plan of 
how it will be carried out and commitment by a number of people to making 
it work.  
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Buildings and Grounds 
Brent Seabrook presented the report, which is Appendix 5 to these minutes.  
The committee feels that the conceptual plan that we have in hand for the 
landscaping project is fine, and we don’t need to spend additional money to 
re-do it. The plan is like a menu permitting us to order a la carte. We have in 
fact proceeded that way since it was first developed, with detours for 
projects outside that area like the acoustic treatment of the meeting room. .  
 
The next focus of attention is expected to be the “courtyard.” The meeting 
will be actively involved in its landscaping treatment. Friends were 
reminded that trees are planted with an expectation of slow and evolving 
growth. The Permanent Memorial Committee will have input into plans. Jim 
Kirby, who has been that committee’s convener, has sat in on B&G’s 
meetings.  
 
The B&G committee works with Chris Andres, who currently fills the 
janitorial position. More organized approaches to invoicing, budgeting, and 
tracking are being developed. B&G has asked for a record keeping system 
which would address time, materials, tasks accomplished, communications, 
the complexity of various tasks, needed frequency of performing various 
routines, what can be done that may benefit from volunteer help from the 
meeting community. The B&G Committee, working with the Finance 
Committee, wants to assure that we have an up-front understanding of 
financial needs, so that we don’t have to call on the meeting’s slush fund, 
which is intentionally kept lean.  
 
The B&G Committee is working with the Hospitality Committee to 
coordinate and optimize the usefulness of household and other goods 
donated to the meeting.  
 
There is ongoing discussion of one or two spaces in the meeting house to be 
devoted to photographs of meeting activities and interests.  
 
Finance Committee 
A brief report was presented. Chloe Leary and Jessica Turner have worked 
together on streamlining some bookkeeping functions. Some bill paying is 
now carried out with a paperless program. The previously noted record 
keeping for custodial activities is ongoing. Thank-you letters for donations 
have gone out.   
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Directory and Web site Committee 
The new program is still at a work in progress. The meeting’s Web site now 
includes access to the meeting’s calendar. 
 
Correspondence 
Several letters of gratitude for the meeting’s donations have been received.  
 
A $500 donation from the Vermont Community Foundation passes through 
a donation made by Friends. The Finance Committee will take care of a 
thank-you and determine appropriation of this donation.  
 
The meeting closed with silent worship.  
 
       

 
 
John A. Leppman 

      Recording Clerk 
 
Appendices: 

1. Ministry and Counsel report 
2. Sadelle Wiltshire travel minute 
3. Nominating Committee report 
4. Nominating Committee suggestions regarding Social Justice and 

Peace Committee 
5. Buildings and Grounds Committee report 

 
 
 


