
February 10th, 2018


Dear Friends,


As many of you are aware, the Social Justice & Peace Committee has been relatively 
dysfunctional over this past year.  The Nominating Committee has been unable to find a Friend 
led to serve as Clerk of the Committee and the Committee itself has not been functioning as 
intended.  Despite this, vital and important work within the Meeting has been ongoing.  Two 
Ad- Hoc Committees have formed around issues related to Racism and Immigration 
specifically.  Additionally, we can only guess at the types and amount of work individuals within 
the Meeting are engaged.  


The lack of a functioning Social Justice & Peace Committee has the following results:


• Financial oversight for efforts in the area of Social Justice and Peace have reverted to 
Monthly Meeting


• The lack of a central SJ&P Committee Clerk, means that the oversight function for the Ad-
Hoc Committees falls upon the Clerk of the Meeting thus adding to his already challenging 
workload.


• Formal and visible support structures are not in place to address the concerns or needs of 
Friends as they engage in Social Justice and Peace work.


On January 28th at rise of early Meeting, the Nominating Committee met with some the Clerks 
of various PFM Committees to review the situation and to help us in discerning how to 
proceed.  It was beneficial meeting and allowed us to develop a clearer vision of what might be 
an alternative form for the Social Justice & Peace Committee going forward.  Outlined below is 
the best of our thinking at the time.


For Consideration: 

We envision a Social Justice and Peace Committee that would function in a way similar 
to that off Ministry & Counsel.  SJ & P would provide oversight and support for those 
ad-hoc groups and/or individuals who are actively engaged in the ongoing work of 
peace and social justice on behalf of the Meeting.


Perhaps there would be an overlap with the M&C clearness process, e.g. a Friend 
would go to to M&C for a clearness committee that would then recommend to the SJM 
that this Friend's Ministry be supported in some way. Perhaps forming a sub committee 
or support for individual leadings. 


We envision a SJ&P Committee composed of three individuals who cooperatively share 
responsibility for oversight functions, for reporting to Monthly Meeting on the ongoing 
projects , for budget management and funding requests; and for serving as resource for 
those interested in becoming involved in social justice and peace efforts.


Finally, in light of these changes, we are suggesting that the Social Justice & Peace 
Committee be renamed.  The names being considered include: Social Justice Ministry 
Committee or The Social Justice Service Committee.




We would love to hear from you in regard to these potential changes.  You can email Nancy 
Pike (pikeynj@gmail.com) or speak to any of the members of the Nominating Committee 
(Roger, Nancy Lang, Julie Forsythe).  


In Peace…
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