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In our reflections on worship we noted the rich contributions of many, both in 
meeting for worship as well as in presentations, gatherings, and celebrations, 
including our recent celebration for new members and attenders. We noted the 
importance of what Parker does for our Meeting in greeting all who come in to 
worship. We hold friends in the light who are suffering, grieving loss, and 
celebrating life and new directions. 
 
We are actively reaching out to individuals with words of encouragement and the 
financial support of the meeting to attend the upcoming retreat at Powell House 
April 27-29 entitled Tending the Flock: A weekend to encourage Friends called to 
pastoral ministry. 
 
M&C recommends considering that the generous donation of $500 recently received 
via the Vermont Community Fund be allocated to something local, something that 
the meeting as a community is engaged in, i.e. the overflow shelter, anti-racism 
efforts, immigration projects, Groundworks, etc., if the funds are not otherwise 
restricted or earmarked.   
 
Recording Gifts of Vocal Ministry: In our January meeting, we were strongly in favor 
of writing a minute of exercise. Based on our experience in the Dec 10 threshing 
session, subsequent meetings on the topic in M&C, and conversations we have had 
with others in the meeting, we would like to now collect our thoughts in a statement 
that reflects our sense of recording gifts in vocal ministry within the meeting to offer 
to the Clerk to write a minute of exercise. A minute of exercise seems important to 
M&C as a way to express both our challenges in finding unity and the unity that we 
have already found (for example,  the travel minute that we have written for Noah 
and the ongoing support that the Meeting gives Noah).  We suggest that we provide 
the Meeting with information about the definition of a minute of exercise. We also 
think it might be helpful to note that M&C has spent time at every committee 
meeting for over a year on the question of recording ministers. As we have wrestled 
with this question, which we hold very seriously, we have at times experienced this 
process to be quite confounding.  We pass these thoughts along to Roger, who as 
clerk is responsible for drafting minutes of exercise. Given the challenges of this and 
other issues, we recommend that Roger, as previous clerks before him have done, be 
sure to consider finding Friends within the Meeting who can act as a support 
committee for him in his work as Clerk.  
 
March 10 M&C Retreat Agenda is on “Eldering and How We Support People's 
Callings.” This will be an opportunity to reflect on the many ways we support the 
meeting through eldering. We will also consider committees and callings, topics we 
have endeavored to develop since at least last April when Julie, on behalf of 
nominating first circulated a wonderful chart “Varieties of Committees for Support, 



Oversight and Clearness”. We will be meeting at Welcome Hill, initiating their effort 
to open the main house to the public for similar retreats and gatherings. 
<info@welcomehill.org> 
 
We have requests for membership and are providing support for individuals in a 
variety of oversight and support committees, ongoing. 
 
We discussed Nominating Committee questions and observations and support 
Nominating Committee’s proposal for restructuring of the Social Justice & Peace 
Committee. 

 
As we consider possible topics for the State of the Meeting report (due for approval 
in our April Meeting for Business) we’ve begun to identify perhaps a theme being 
the range of things that we are “grappling with”. This might include a minute of 
exercise about vocal ministry, the blooming of subgroups around consolidated, 
concerted social activism such as immigration, racism, the overflow shelter, and 
more. 
 
Sadelle Wiltshire will be traveling to Scotland in March to continue her work 
teaching and leading contemplative art programs at meetings and gatherings of 
Scottish Friends. We have a Travel Minute in support of Sadelle’s travels to Scotland 
for approval. We hold her in the light as she takes this next step forward in her work. 
We look forward to any ways that she will report back to the meeting and share with 
us the spirit of her journeys when she returns. 
 
Steve Chase, long-time member of our meeting has requested transfer of 
membership to Friends Meeting Washington. M&C recommends to Monthly 
Meeting that Steve’s membership be transferred, that his travel minute of December 
18, 2011, be laid down, and that we include in the minute the report of his work while 
under the care of our Meeting. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tom Howe, Clerk of Ministry and Counsel 


