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State of Society Report 2018 
In his October 2017 newsletter message, Noah Merrill, Secretary of NEYM and a member of Putney 

Friends Meeting in Vermont, invited Friends to ask whether “in the life and ministry of our meetings, the 

circle is facing in—or out?” 

 

This duality reflects the current state of Putney Friends Meeting as we deeply and actively engage in 

both looking inward and reaching outward.  

 

 Our meeting continues to wrestle with a fundamental question of Quakerism searching for unity on 

whether to adopt the practice of recording a gift of vocal ministry, and name Noah Merrill as holding 

such a gift.  Prayerful seeking by individuals, committees, and the Monthly Meeting through worship, 

discussion, presentations, and a called threshing session has unearthed wide- ranging views.  For some 

Friends, the way appears clear and unambiguous; for others, the central question remains how to affirm 

an individual ministry without adopting a practice some find discordant with their Quaker faith.   Overall, 

this questioning has led to an exploration of how Putney Friends Meeting affirms, supports, and 

recognizes all gifts of ministry.  A recent Minute of Exercise affirmed the Light we have been given and 

nurtured our coming to unity on this question.  We will gather for another Called Meeting on this topic 

in July. 

 

During this same time, a resurgence of activism among Putney Friends is engaging our community in 

significant ways, coalescing around issues of social justice and inspiring the Meeting to restructure the 

peace and social justice committee.  

 

For a decade, a cohort of Friends has cooked and served meals twice a month from November to May 

for Groundworks, the seasonal homeless shelter. This past winter season, 25 Friends served about 360 

hot, nutritious, home-prepared meals relying on some 15 Friends to plan, cook, deliver, serve and 

cleanup each week. Being able to share our blessings with our neighbors is an honor and their 

appreciation a gift. 

This particular outreach has been the meeting’s most visible and consistent social action during the past 

few years. Recently, however, social actions have expanded in the areas of racism, asylum, immigration, 

and gun safety.   

 

ASYLUM and IMMIGRATION:  Following a question about sanctuary churches brought to the June 2017 

Monthly Meeting, a called meeting was held to discuss how we could help.  In the current political 
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situation, people were also asking what we could do to avoid despair, share the transforming power of 

love, and welcome the stranger.  From this meeting, the RAISE (refugees, asylum, immigration, support 

and encouragement) committee emerged.  In January 2018, Meeting for Business endorsed their 

proposal to provide support for those seeking asylum, safety, and dignity as children of God. The 

Meeting now actively supports a local chapter of the Community Asylum Seeker Project (CASP) with 

financial assistance and shared cultural activities. We are currently working with CASP to educate 

ourselves and build a network of support in anticipation of hosting one or more asylum seekers. 

 

GUN SENSE:  Putney Friends are part of the movement towards creating a less violent society through 

work with GunSenseVT offering public witness and advocating at the Statehouse. Through the efforts of 

many, as of March 30, 2018, the Vermont legislature passed several Gun Violence Prevention laws. 

 

RACISM:  A called meeting in the summer of 2016 to discuss hanging a Black Lives Matter sign inspired 

Friends to recognize the need to go beyond hanging a sign. 

The sign was vandalized several times but hangs proudly today by the entrance to Putney Friends 

Meeting House.  A film discussion group followed this experience and has grown to become, White’s 

Wrestling with Our Racism, a group that meets regularly to develop their awareness as white people of 

the insidious and pervasive nature of racism.  The following quote from our Black Lives Matter Minute 

expresses the spirit of all Putney Friends social justice initiatives.  

 

 “What’s important for us is that it’s not just a sign, not just a statement, it’s a 

commitment to join with others in doing the work we need to do.” 

 

The light and connection engendered by our inward facing circles sustains and inspires our outreach and 

activism.  
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