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This minute of exercise affirms where Putney Friends Meeting is at this moment in discerning whether to adopt 

the practice of recording gifts of vocal ministry and whether to name Noah Merrill as holding a gift of vocal 

ministry. This minute describes the various perspectives in the Meeting on this matter and express the Light we 

have been given thus far. It is meant to nurture our coming to unity.  

 

Noah Merrill is a member of Putney Friends Meeting and carries a travel minute from Putney Friends Meeting 

to teach, worship, and provide ministry among Friends, nationally and internationally. Putney Friends Meeting 

has always been supportive of the faith and work of Noah Merrill. The Oversight committee for Noah Merrill 

recommended to Ministry & Counsel committee that Noah be recorded as holding a gift of vocal ministry. 

Consistency between the work of Noah Merrill and the New England Yearly Meeting’s Faith and Practice 

description of a recorded minister is noted. Noah Merrill has stated that in his travels among Quakers of 

different traditions and among differing denominations he has been challenged by not being a designated 

minister in the sense that he is not seen as a peer among faith leaders.  

 

In response to the recommendation of his Oversight committee to the Ministry & Counsel committee that Noah 

Merrill be recorded as holding a gift of vocal ministry, the Monthly Meeting began a process of discernment on 

the practice of recording gifts of vocal ministry. As part of this discernment process the Monthly Meeting 

requested the Ministry & Counsel committee to address the question of whether the Meeting should adopt the 

practice of recording gifts of vocal ministry.  

 

The Ministry & Counsel committee was not led to recommend this practice to the Monthly Meeting. The 

committee considered the following concerns regarding the recording of a gift of vocal ministry: that recording 

could be seen as elevating vocal ministry above other gifts; that acknowledging a Friend as holding a gift of 

vocal ministry may be perceived as endorsing the specific language used to describe the divine by that Friend; 

that elevating an individual Friend by the act of recording is against the spirit of equality of members. The 

Monthly Meeting is not in unity on the recommendation of the Ministry & Counsel committee not to adopt the 

practice of recording gifts of vocal ministry at this time.  

Prayerful seeking has taken place on this issue by individuals, committees and the Monthly Meeting through 

worship, discussion, presentations and a called threshing session. Friends have expressed wide-ranging views 

on the practice of recording gifts of vocal ministry and the naming of Noah Merrill as holding a gift of vocal 

ministry. For some Friends this has opened an opportunity to explore how Putney Friends Meeting affirms, 

supports and recognizes gifts of ministry of all types. As it has not been the tradition of Putney Friends Meeting 

to participate in the recording of gifts of vocal ministry, for some this question is: how might we affirm a 

ministry without adopting the practice of recording ministers? Other Putney Friends find the traditional 

practice of recording gifts of vocal ministry discordant with their view of Quaker faith. 

 

The fact that Putney Friends Meeting has, over the course of more than a year and a half, prayerfully 

considered whether to participate in the practice of recording gifts of vocal ministry from various viewpoints, 

with forbearance and love, speaks powerfully of our commitment to our community. This issue — or the process 

of discernment about this issue — has caused anxiety, confusion and distress for some Friends. This 

discernment has also taken an enormous amount of time and effort by individuals and committees — time that 

some Friends feel would be more productively directed toward other concerns.  

 

Peace at its essence is the ability to live and love together despite our differences. That we have not come to 

unity is not a failure, but a call to deeper discernment and patience. A failure would be to let forms and 

processes come between us and divide our community. We are asking fundamental questions about what it 
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means to be a Quaker and how Putney Friends Meeting will support gifts of vocal and other ministry in our 

midst. Some Friends see this time of discernment as giving a feeling of purpose and hope with a connection to 

the wider global Quaker community.  

 

This minute acknowledges that the following two questions are still before the Monthly Meeting;  

• Shall Putney Friends Meeting adopt the practice of the recording of gifts of vocal ministry? 

• Shall the Meeting direct the Ministry and Counsel Committee to consider affirming Noah Merrill as 

holding a gift of vocal ministry.  
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