
Michelle Wright Membership Request
January 7, 2018

Dear Friends serving on Ministry and
Counsel,

I am writing to request a clearness
committee for membership to Putney Monthly Meeting.

I have been attending regularly for
14-15 years, and while felt I “was Quaker,” in the past
I had two major stops keeping me from requesting
membership.

The first  stop was avoiding the
terrible feeling I had years ago when I left my home in the
Catholic Church.  I felt I had lost something huge and
perhaps I had betrayed the Church.  I had left
something to which I was committed.  
I was raised Catholic and was quite
devout.  I considered becoming a nun when I was
younger, I taught Sunday School, participated in the
sacraments, went to church in college and sang in the choir,
married Catholic and raised my children Catholic, and
studied Catholic teaching.  I deeply identified as
Catholic.  Generations of my family were Catholic, and
sticking with the Church is part of being Catholic.
When my faith was shaken and I felt I
must leave the Church, I felt very lost, empty and
scared.  I wondered if there could possibly be a
religion to help me answer the questions and support my
relationship with God.  How would I know I found the
right one, if I was so sure before?
So, after some years of practicing
Quakerism, visiting other meetings, attending Yearly Meeting
and reading Quaker writings, I finally felt calm and
confident that Quakerism is right for me.  I fully
participated in the life of the Meeting and personally lived
the values (as best as I can).  But I still had the
fear that if I truly identified as Quaker I would risk the
same sense of loss if one day I needed to leave
Quakerism.  I didn’t want to be a “leaver” or
“church-shopper”.  Maybe it would be better to
still be a “searcher”.



Well, those concerns have fallen
away.  I couldn’t be more sure that I am Quaker, I
belong here, and I am most fully myself here.  But, I
have come to believe, that actually, it would be okay if
things changed and I needed to leave.  Partly, I have
witnessed this happening with other people and noticed it
was natural.  Partly, I realized my need to be
committed and unwavering is MY desire, and I don’t believe
it is an absolute good.

-----------------------
-----------------------
I ask Ministry and Counsel and the
Clearness Committee members to consider that I might be emotional and cry during our 
clearness committee, and try to find
folks who will be okay with that.  Not everyone is okay
with people being so emotional, and I don’t want anyone to
feel bad for me or to misunderstand and try to fix things or
shy away from talking about whatever we need to talk
about.  Perhaps someone will have some guidance.

So that’s it. 

I’m really looking forward to being a
member, finally.  I want to acknowledge with this
process something which is already manifest.  I want to
lay down my two last concerns, and be enfolded.  

Your Friend Truly,
Michelle Wright


