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Putney Friends Approved Slate 
2018-2019

Committee/ 
Position

Members 2018-2019

Clerk(s) Roger Jasaitis (16)

Recording Clerk John Leppman (16)

Treasurer Jessica Turner (17)

Records Archivist John Leppman

Standing 
Committees

Trustees Nancy Lang (17)

Carol Forsythe

Julie Forsythe

Adult Religious 
Education

Julie Forsythe(18)

Carol Forsythe (18)

Matthew Wright (18)

Sadelle Wiltshire (16) *

Bulletin Board/Mail Nancy Storrow (05)

Building and Grounds Ellen Forsythe (17)

Linda Guzynski (17)

Ken Field (14)

Brent Seabrook (09)*

Calendar/Rentals Julie Forsythe (11)

Childcare Coordinator Francie Marbury (15) 

Emergency Contact for 
Meeting

Chris Andres (07)

Fellowship Dawn King (18)

Tom Hoskins (18)

Apple Sullivan (18)

Nancy Middleton (17)

Frances Herbert (16)

Dody Waring(15)

Mary Oeser(14)

Finance Jessica Turner (15)

Jim Kirby (13)

Julie Forsythe (13)

Chloe Leary(11)

First Day School Laurie Rizzo Medved (14)
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Laurie Coursin (13)

Francie Marbury (07)* 

Library Sheila Garrett (18)

John Leppman (18)

Nancy Lang(12)

Carol Forsythe (consultant)

Database Carol Forsythe (18)*

Jessica Turner (18)

John Leppman (18)

Julie Forsythe(18)

Nancy Pike (18)

Roger Jasaitis (18)

Meeting Greeter Parker Huber(17)

Ministry & Counsel Michelle Wright (18)

Gail Haines (18) 

Laurie Coursin (17)

Roger Jasaitis (16) Ex Officio

Susan Slowinski(16)

Tom Howe (15)*

Janice Baldwin (15)

Peg Alden (15)

Ian Conway (14)  

Nominating Janice Baldwin (18)

Nancy Pike (17)

Julie Forsythe(15)

Roger Jasaitis (11) M&C Liason

Memorial Jim Kirby (16)

Roger Jasaitis (14)

Carol Forsythe (14)

Nancy Lang(14)

Frances Herbert (14)

Jim Nortz (14)

Retreat Not Active

Social Justice Service 
Committee

Francie Marbury (18) 

Mike Mrowiki (18)

Sora Friedman (18)

Jamie Contois (18)
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Website Editor Roger Jasaitis (14)*

Representatives to 
Outside Groups:

NEYM General 
Secretary

Noah Baker Merrill

Brattleboro Interfaith 
Leadership Association

Darah Kehnemuryi(05)

to NEYM Archive 
Committee

Carol Forsythe (14)

to FCNL Nancy Lang(14)

Oversight & 
Support Committee 

Members:

Clerk Support Tom Howe (15)

Roger Jasaitis (15)

Frances Herbert (15)

Julie Forsythe(15)

Carol Forsythe (15)

Noah Merrill Tom Hoskins 

Matthew Wright

Susan Slowinski *

Viv Woodland

Nancy Middleton

Sidelle Wiltshire Susan Norlander

Matthew Wright Noah Merrill (17)

Susan Slowinski(17)

Julie Forsythe(17)

Service on Clearness/
Support Committees   

Janice Baldwin, Carol Forsythe, Laurie Coursin, 
Nancy Middleton, Ellen Forsythe, Julie Forsythe, 
Matthew Wright, Ann Coakley, Sadelle Wiltshire, 
Susan Slowinski, Noah Merrill, Mary Oeser, Ian 
Conway, Tom Hoskins, Dan Hoskins, Sheila Garrett, 
Susan Norlander, Roger Jasaitis, Nancy Lang, Parker 
Huber

Sub-Committees of 
Social Justice 

Service
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Overflow Shelter Meal 
Volunteers

Brent Seabrook,Carmen Berelson,Chloe 
Learey,Claire Halverson,Darah Kehnemuyi,Ellen 
Forsythe,Francie Marbury, 
Gail Haines,Ian Conway,Janice Baldwin,Jim 
Nortz,Joslyn Homberg,Julia Forsythe,Laurie 
Coursin,Laurie Rizzo Medved, 
Mareka Ohlson,Martina Sczesny,Miriam 
Honsaker,Nancy Middleton,Nancy Storrow,Peg 
Alden,Robyn O’Brien,Sora Friedman 
(Coordinator),Steve Medved,Susan Marshall,Susan 
Slowinski,

Confronting Our 
Racism Effectively 

(CORE)

Julie Forsythe, Carol Forsythe, Ellen Forsythe, Claire 
Halverson, Hildemarie Hendricks, Gail Haines, Jamie 
Contois, Martha Meigs, Sheila Garrett 

Refugees, Asylum 
seekers, Immigrant 

Support & 
Encouragement 

(RAISE)

Laurie Coursin, Mike Mrowiki, Amelia Struthers, 
Sheila Garret, Frances Herbert,Carmen Berelson, 
Darah Kehnemuryi, Martha Meigs

Other

West Brattlboro 
Worship Group

Doug Cox, Walter Slowinski, Greg Moschetti, Connie 
Baxter, Sheldon Weeks, Edie Mas, John Wilmerding
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Clerk The clerk conducts all business sessions, sees that business is properly presented to 
the meeting for consideration, and announces decisions when made. The clerk is 
responsible for keeping accurate minutes, properly dated and signed, showing all matters 
discussed and actions taken. 
The clerk carries out the instructions of the meeting on all matters pertaining to the 
accomplishment of its business and signs necessary documents on behalf of the meeting. 
The clerk also receives, transmits, and acknowledges communications. 
The clerk holds the Meeting for Business in her or his care seeking to ensure that the 
Meeting is searching for the Truth in a spirit of worship and waiting for a sense of the 
meeting to grow among all members are characteristics of the way Friends conduct their 
business.  
The clerk chosen by the meeting determines the sense of the meeting as the decision of 
the meeting.  
After due consideration has been given to all points of view, it is the duty of the clerk of the 
meeting to weigh carefully the various expressions and to state what he or she believes to 
be the will of the meeting, not alone according to numbers but also according to recognized 
experience and spiritual insight of the members. The silence of some is often of greater 
significance than the speech of others. The continuing search for unity is the responsibility 
of all members, but it is the clerk, often assisted by the recording clerk, who must discern 
the meeting's united spirit and state it in a form the meeting can affirm. It will be much 
harder for the clerks to do this if they try at the same time to be participants in the 
discussion. 
The Clerk generally holds in care the overall work of the Meeting, ensuring that the 
business of the Meeting is carried out both through Business Meeting and the appointed 
Committees supporting: 
  
• receives, transfers, and discontinues members; 
• provides for the oversight of marriages; 
• provides for the oversight of memorial meetings and for the preparation of memorial 

minutes when appropriate; 
• issues travel minutes  
• collects funds required for its works; 
• holds and administers real estate and other property; 
• appoints members and committees for special service and acts on their reports; 
• appoints representatives to attend quarterly meetings and Yearly Meeting and considers 

their reports; 
• prepares and dispatches reports requested by quarterly meetings or Yearly Meeting. 
Anyone who is considering becoming clerk is highly encouraged to read Faith and Practice 
and talk with the current presiding clerk.  This description is adapted from Faith and 
Practice. The duties of Clerk take between 2 – 10 hours per week.  PFM holds Business 
Meeting on the 3rd First day of each Month September through June. Special or Called 
Meetings for Business may also be held.
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Recording Clerk Records Meeting minutes and provides both paper and digital copies. 
Organizes minutes and coordinates with Clerk in preparation for Meetings for business and 
special called Meetings. 4-6 hours a month.

Treasurer Signator for the  Meeting bank account, Oversees Meeting financial accounts 
and budget, attends Finance committee Meetings.

Archivist Maintains the Meeting membership records and reports to the Meeting and New 
England Yearly Meeting.

Trustees Responsible for the fiduciary relationships of Putney Friends Meeting, e.g. banks, 
loans. Also as legal representatives as needed.

Adult Religious Education Coordinates regular adult Quaker study.    

Buildings and Grounds Committee is responsible for creating a clean, safe facility as the 
vessel for the religious life of the meeting and its outreach into the community.  This 
includes the day-to-day upkeep of the meetinghouse and grounds and selection of most 
economical sources for fuel, plowing and contractors for special projects as approved by 
the business meeting.  This committee coordinates events such as the bi-annual clean up 
day.  The committee is responsible for coordination of the external calendar, introduction of 
renters to the care and use of the meetinghouse, and interaction with renters yearly to 
maintain clear and friendly relations, holding the understanding that many others hold this 
space as sacred space beyond our own faith community.   Buildings and Grounds 
committee is responsible for long range planning for improvements to the building and 
grounds. Committee members meet once a month between meetings on the First First Day 
(9:30-10:30). The committee members are active in upkeep and calendar work on a 
volunteer basis.  
Bulletin Board/Mail Keep Bulletin Boards Current and organized. Pick up, sort and 
organize the mail.

Calendar/Rentals Oversight & coordination of the rental of the Meeting house.

Childcare Coordinator Arranges and coordinates childcare for Meeting functions.

Emergency Contact for Meeting On call maintenance for building emergencies for 
renters. Time requirements are “on demand”.

Fellowship Provides a space for the Meeting Community to connect with each other and to 
welcome newcomers outside of Meeting for Worship and Committees.

Finance Prepares the annual budget. Has oversight of the quarterly financial reports for 
business meeting and is responsible for the fundraising letters. Works with the treasurer. 

First Day School Putney Friends Meeting First Day School's mission is to create a loving 
community of adults and children in First Day School, where we can experience, 
understand, and practice Quaker Faith.

Library Archive Books
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Database: Keeps the current database up to date

Meeting Greeter: Greets persons attending Meeting for Worship and Meeting events.

Ministry & Counsel The functions of the Committee on Ministry and Counsel are to 
oversee and nurture the religious life of the meeting, to foster the spiritual growth of the 
entire membership, and to enhance the community life of all who are part of the meeting 
community. 
Members of Ministry and Counsel are expected to be regular in attendance at Meeting for 
Worship in order to carry out their responsibilities faithfully.  This includes attendance or 
representation from the M&C Committee at Meeting for Worship for Business and may 
include attendance at both Meetings for 
Worship. Committee meetings are held monthly September-June with a half day Retreat 
each spring.  Special meetings may be needed.  
Additionally work continues with requests for membership,marriage,and memorials 
overseen by M&C, as well as clearness, support, and oversight committees. In our Meeting 
this work is shared more widely among members of the meeting. 
Ministry and Counsel functions as a committee of the meeting.  The 2014 Faith and 
Practice of New England Yearly Meeting is our guide. 
A member of M&C or a small group is responsible for submitting a draft of the 
annual State of the Society Report to the Business Meeting at its March meeting . 
The Committee is composed of a minimum of six people with the addition of 
the meeting clerk and the General Secretary of NEYM invited ex officio. Committee terms 
are three years.  Service may continue for a second contiguous term.  
A member of M&C or a small group is responsible for composing a draft of the 
annual State of the Society Report.  Once approved by M&C, it then goes to the Meeting for 
Business at its March session.  our Business Meeting after it has been approved by the 
 M&C Committee at the latest. After further consideration  it goes from this body to the 
Ministry and Counsel Committee of New England Yearly Meeting.  
Nominating Recommend to Monthly Meeting persons to serve the Meeting as clerks, 
committee members, and representatives to other groups. This committee meets monthly 
January to June to fill vacancies or make additions to the slate. Duties include: contacting 
active and inactive members and attenders and discerning their gifts in relation to the 
Meeting’s needs.  Preparing a monthly report to the business Meeting and creating a yearly 
slate of committee members due in June. Time requirements; 2 hours per month meeting 
and 2 hours per month January to May contacting members.

Retreat Plan and coordinate the PFM annual weekend retreat each fall. 

Social Justice Service Committee:   provides oversight and support for the service work 
being conducted by sub-committees and individual Friends on behalf of Putney Friends 
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being conducted by sub-committees and individual Friends on behalf of Putney Friends 
Meeting.  The committee serves as the focal point of the reporting to the Monthly Meeting 
on the ongoing service activities to the community, provides financial oversight for those 
funds designated to Social Justice & Peace concerns and serves as a resource for those 
interested in becoming involved in social justice and peace efforts.  The Committee is made 
up of at least three Friends who cooperatively share oversight responsibilities.   

Website Editor Edit and maintain Meeting website. Post news and events provided by the 
Clerk, committee clerks and other Quaker organizations. Oversight by M&C. 4 hour a 
month.

Interfaith Initiative Coordinates events with the Brattleboro Area Interfaith Initiative.

Representatives to Woolman Hill Responsible for the spiritual nurturing, fostering and 
strengthening of the religious life of Woolman Hill.

NEYM Archives Committee Oversees NEYM archives.

06/15/2017- RVJ  
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