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PUTNEY FRIENDS MEETING 

MONTHLY MEETING FOR BUSINESS 

FIRST MONTH 15TH, 2017 

 
Present: Roger Jasaitis, Clerk; John Leppman, Recording Clerk; Chloe Leary, Treasurer; Tom 

Hoskins, Jim Nortz, Julie Forsythe, Betsy Braden, Jim Kirby, Matthew Wright, Sheila Garrett, 

Cookie Forsythe, Tom Howe, Dody Waring, Nancy Pike, Francie Marbury, Nancy Middleton, 

Susan Slowinski, Chris Andres, Michael Herbert 

 

In worship, the Clerk opened with a reading from the first letter of Paul to the church in Corinth 

(1 Corinthians 12:4-11, as rendered in The Inclusive New Testament): 

There is a variety of gifts, but always the same Spirit.  There is a variety of ministries, but we 

serve the same One. There is a variety of outcomes, but the same God is working in all of them.  

To each person is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

 

Schedule of events 

 

Meeting for worship times 

 Sunday, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.  Childcare provided at 10:30 

First Day School (ages 5-12) is available on the first, second, and third Sundays of the month 

during 10:30 worship. 

 
January 15 

12:15 Monthly Meeting for Business, Simple Potluck 11:40 
February 5 

11:45 First First Day Potluck; Open discussion concerning stewardship of our financial 
resources in our Meeting, what work or charity do you do? 

7:00pm Sadelle Wiltshire hosts a peace labyrinth walk 
February 12 

9:30-10:30 An exploration of Quaker spiritual landscape 
February 19 

12:15 Monthly Meeting for Business, Simple Potluck 11:40 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Please join Julie and Cookie Forsythe in a continuation of an exploration of Quaker spiritual landscape 
through exploration of Quaker language.  The primary text will be “A Language for the Inward 
Landscape” by Brian Drayton and William P. Taber, Jr. We will read passages from this text as well as 
possible other texts on specific words or concepts each time.  We also hope to have Brian Drayton join us 
for one of these sessions. 

To get a copy of the text, please contact carol@putneyfriendsmeeting.org 

We will meet at 9:30 on the following Sundays: 
Feb 12    The theme for February 12 will be Love. 
March 26, April 23, May 14 

mailto:carol@putneyfriendsmeeting.org
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Minutes of Twelfth Month 18th, 2016 

Approved as distributed 

 

Consideration of recorded ministers 

The Clerk asked for reflections on the discussion led by Brian Drayton on January 8 about the 

recording of ministers. Julie Forsythe commended his ability to take a “fresh look” at a custom 

which has deep roots in Quaker history. Tom Howe expressed appreciation for the way in 

which this process will help us understand new directions and implications of our support of 

Noah Merrill’s work, as well as support and oversight we have offered to others. The discussion 

turns us to the “complex, diverse” faithfulness of our meeting and of the Society of Friends as a 

whole. Ministers have had many roles and influences over the long history of the custom among 

Friends. Dictionary definitions of “minister” start with “to minister is to serve,” and go on to ten 

other definitions which have to do with hierarchy and power. We are trying to focus on the first 

definition.  

 

Ministry and Counsel is considering the way forward and expects to have a retreat focused on 

the matter. They will keep the meeting informed.  

 

Budget 

The meeting picked up the discussion that had started at the December monthly meeting. The 

treasurer reviewed the changes in organization of the Buildings and Grounds budget. There was 

some further discussion of the expected product of $3500 spent on for concept design and 

planning of outdoor improvements. There was clarification of expenditures for fuel and income 

from rentals. The decrease of outlays under the Social Justice Committee reflects absence of a 

functioning committee in our current active structure.  

 

Minute 2017.1.01 Acceptance of 2017 Budget  

The meeting approves the 2017 budget as presented by the Treasurer, with its 

appreciation to the Treasurer and Finance Committee for its work. 

 

Retreat 

The committee would appreciate input about plans for a 2017 retreat. 

 

Ministry and Counsel 

The committee has been working with many membership, clearness, and support requests. It is 

considering a retreat to consider the recorded minister matter in more depth. Current thinking 

projects doing this in February and March. The Clerk asked the meeting wants to have threshing 

sessions and other structured discussion conversation concurrently with the Ministry and 

Counsel consideration of this matter. No final decision was reached on this question. The Clerk 

asked Friends to keep this matter in their thoughts.  

 

Friends asked that the paragraphs in the current revision of Faith and Practice about ministers 

to be appended to these minutes:  
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Interim Faith & Practice 2015   5D. Recording Gifts in Ministry  

This minute has traditionally been used for Friends who have sustained gifts in vocal ministry. 

It is an affirmation that the individual is not only locally helpful but also has the ability to 

interpret the Society of Friends to the wider community.  

1  Monthly meeting ministry and counsel discerns that a member has a sustained gift in 

vocal ministry and reports this to the monthly meeting. If monthly meeting approves, 

ministry and counsel will prepare a minute for the consideration by the quarterly meeting 

ministry and counsel.   

2  Quarterly meeting ministry and counsel will appoint a committee to appraise the general 

fitness of the individual under consideration and report at a subsequent session of the 

quarterly meeting ministry and counsel. If the committee reports favorably, a 

recommendation will be brought to the quarterly meeting.   

3  When the quarterly meeting has acted favorably on the matter, the recording is thereby 

completed, and the clerk will furnish a copy to the monthly meeting of which the individual 

is a member.   

4   The action should also be reported to the Yearly Meeting committee on ministry and 

counsel together with a copy of the minute.   

5   The minute remains in effect for the life of the ministry.   

 

Finance 

Current projection of 2016 net surplus is $5500. The Finance Committee asks the meeting to 

consider a priority list of expenditures that are in the meeting’s best interest, such as major 

upkeep, increased contribution to New England Yearly Meeting, capital improvements, and so 

forth. This discussion arose with a somewhat different focus later in the meeting agenda.   

 

Web Site  

The Web site is booming. There were 7324 visits in 2016, an average of about 20 per day. (We 

have no way of determining how many people are initiating these visits.) A report was 

distributed, showing what the most visited posts have been, and where the searches are coming 

from.  

 

Correspondence 

A note from the Putney Food Shelf thanks us for food donations which were helpful in 

providing meals to some 50 families.  

 

Rachel A. Carey-Harper of Barnstable (Massachusetts) Meeting writes: 

“I suspect that most of us are working very hard to come to terms with the new political reality 

in our country... For myself, as a Quaker, it is important to step up to the challenge of doing 

something spiritually grounded, positive and effective.  Therefore, I am figuring out how to 

share resources primarily to groups that protect, that provide something for those ignored or 

oppressed or threatened; places committed to service. Distributing fund[s] all at once in a short 

amount of time and have it be useful is difficult. Plus I know that others’ wisdom is often better 

than my own. So in addition to some other projects and programs I support, I am gifting every 
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NEYM Friends Monthly Meeting $2000 and every Preparative Meeting $1000… My priorities 

do not have to be yours! I leave it totally up to you to decide how to use these funds to create 

the world to which God calls us at the tumultuous moment. 

 

With this donation and the previously discussed operating funds surplus for 2016, our meeting 

has over $7000 at its disposal to use in ways which benefit our community and the world as the 

way opens to us. As we touched upon in the budget discussion, the Peace and Social Concerns 

Committee, which has in the past guided such outreach, is not functioning at this time. Today’s 

meeting included a thoughtful discussion about how to meet this welcome challenge.  

 

There was agreement that the process starts with gathering ideas, both for the general thrust of 

such donations and for specific entities which might be good choices, trying to be as inclusive 

as we can of ideas which members of the meeting community may offer. A gathering 

(presumably involving food) may certainly be a good venue for this sort of information 

gathering, although the process should not be limited to that.  Friends can help this process by 

examining and sharing their own priorities and choices in making personal donations to causes 

which interest them. Sifting through an initial list of options may best be the job of a small ad 

hoc committee. Members of the Finance Committee also offered to help. 

 

The following minutes were approved: 

 

Minute 2017.01.02 Minute of gratitude to Rachel Carey-Harper 

Putney Friends Meeting is grateful to Rachel Carey-Harper for providing us the 

opportunity to work in discernment to distribute the funds she has provided to the 

Meeting. Her generosity has prompted us to examine our forms and structures to 

effectively use the gift that will, in her own words, “create the world to which God calls 

us.”  

 

Minute 2017.01.03 Reimagining the stewardship of our financial resources 

With the recent gift by Rachel Carey-Harper and our budget surplus due to generous 

attender and member donations, as a Meeting we feel strongly that we need to discern the 

forms that we use in supporting organizations and causes. To that end, the Meeting 

proposes moving forward with a process of potlucks, threshing sessions, called Meetings, 

or by other means to find where the Life is in our structures and how that manifests in the 

stewardship of our financial resources.  

 

The meeting closed with brief silence. 

John A. Leppman  

Recording Clerk 


